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SENTENCED TO DEATH 


nessed. The C.O.s were hustled into their 
places in different parts of the ranks. The order, 

Ki^hl turn ! Quick march ! ” was shouted. The 
company moved briskly off! Hvt dolled on the 
parade (/round were seventeen conscientious 
objectors still in their original positions. This 
was actually and symbolically true. These men 
stood in their original positions to the end, the 
bulwark of the protest against war and militar¬ 
ism', tested, well tested, and not found wanting. 

Physical ill-treatment, bullying, and threaten¬ 
ing ensued. Here and there an ordinary private 
whispered : “ Stick it ! ” Finally, the pai 
C.Os were split up. Some of the men 


" We were* placed with our faces to the barbed 
wire ot the inner fence. As the ropes with which 
we were tied l ust cued round the hurtled wire instead 
ot the usual thick wooden post, it was possible to 
tie them much more tightly, and l found myself 
drawn so cloudy to the tenet* that when 1 wished 
to turn my head I had to do so very cautiously 
to avoid my lace being tord by the barbs. To make 
matters less comfortable, it came on to rain and 
cold wind blew straight across the top of the hill.” 
In imposing this sentence, the Commandant 
explained : 

“ / have no special instructions about C.O.s . 
/ shall treat you as ordinary Soldiers.” 

The shamefulness of this sentence did not 
consist in the suggestion that C.O.s should be 


Whilst conscription was passing through the 
House of Commons, the highest civil authorities 
promised that no conscientious objector would 
be transferred from Britain. The undertaking 
was given because it was known that such trans¬ 
ference meant the death sentence for the 
genuine conscientious objector. \ he military 
authorities rode rough-shod over the parlia¬ 
mentary pledges, and the conscientious objectors 
were transferred to France from Landguard 
Fort, Harwich; from Richmond, Yorks; and 
from Sea ford. 

The first rumours of the intended transference 
reached the No Conscription Fellowship from 
Harwich, where a party of conscientious 
objectors were in irons at Landguard Fort. 
Definite information was received that the Non 
Combatant Corps, and its C.O. prisoners, were 
on their way to Southampton. This warning 
reached the N.C.F. in a letter, thrown out of the 
train by one of the ordinary X.C .( men, while 
it was passing through a London suburb. 1 he 
letter was posted by unknown hands and the 
facts became public property. 

The party was delayed at Southampton, bv 
the discovery of an outbreak of measles in the 
corps. Mr. Asquith, then Prime Minister, tele¬ 
graphed to Southampton, ordering the retention 
of the C.O.s in Britain. But the prisoners had 
been separated from the other men and shipped 
to Havre. The Army authorities intended to 
make an l< example n of them, it would seem. 

They were technically “ released after 
leaving England. Their first real contest with 
the Military Authorities came on May K>. i> 
w.-K then that 17 of the Landguard parly, alone 
i„ the midst of the B.E.F.. began their reins.-, I 
lo be coerced into being soldiers. 

On the parade ground at Finder (. ity, this 
May morning, an extraordinary scene was wit- 


SOMJl OF THE C.O.’s SUM' TO UR.IS’Cl. IX t‘>tfi 


ordered 28 days’ F'ield Punishment No. 1. Theyfj 
were marched to the F'ield Punishment Camp at 
Harflcur. They refused to work in t|ne quarry 
and were returned to the main camp. 

Hubert Peel described the subsequent happen¬ 
ings by quoting from the account of his experi¬ 
ences, written by one of the men who stood lirm : 

' rin* Quarterrtuistor Sergeant had us each hand¬ 
cuffed to a tent with our hands round tin* pole 
behind us, which made the shoulders ache to a 
(piiti* excruciating degree. The young ('anndian, 
who had been so hostile the previous evening, came 
up. He broke into a torrent ot curses at the author¬ 
ities who imposed such penalties. Alter three hours, 
one of the handcuffs was unlocked to enable me to 
feed mvsclt. alter which the punishment was again 
inflicted.” 

Finally, hands were handcuffed in front. 

" Crucifixion ” followed. 

“ Knelt of us was placed with our backs to the 
framework, consisting of uprights at intervals ot 
four or five yards, and cross-beams at a height «>! 
about five feet from the ground. Our ankles were 
(ied together and our arms then tied tightly at tire 
wrists to the cross-beams ; and we were prepared to 
remain in this position for the next two hour- 

“ Crucifixion,” on the second evening, was in 
a different part of the camp. 


treated as ordinary soldiers. The shame was 
that anv Commandant could sentence an ordinary 
soldier to such punishment, for the merest 
trivial offence. 

The prisoners were hurried back to Cinder 
Citv and told that they wcu being sent to 
Boulogne, en route for the front line, “ where 
Y au will be shot if you continue to disobey 
(>rders." 

In the eves of the soldiers and the guard, the 
threat was no idle one. The following weeks 
\vere big with a very real danger to these deter¬ 
mined objectors. 

Arrived at Boulogne, the men wore taken 
direct to the Field Punishment Barracks, a 
disused fish market near the Quay. They refused 
to work. They were placed on bread and water 
diet, in dark and disgracefully crowded punish 
ment cells. Their arms were handcuffed behind 
their backs for certain periods. They suffered 
one imposition of crucifixion.*’ And they stilt 
discussed Fhe existence of the Devil; the truth 
of Marx; the merits of F.spcranto: the influence 
oi Tolstoy; vaccination. 


STORY 


OF THE OBJECTORS WHO WERE 
TRANSFERRED TO FRANCE 


The story of the thirty-seven conscientious 
objectors who were transferred to France in 
May. 1916, and of the thirty who were sentenced 
lo death, has been told well by.Hubert \Y. Peel. 
We summarise his storv. 


Three of the C.O.’s Sentenced to Death in 191G 


[lu the. Christinas “Word,” we listed tlu* names of 
the men sentenced-to death in HUG. The follow¬ 
ing article relates their sufferings, experiences, 


Sh ari Beavis 


burn Mukfix. 
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j{ agitation at home, the War 
Dr. F. B. Meyer and Hubert 


Meantime, two further parties of conscientious 
objectors hail been sent from France, straight t*» 
the Henriville Camp, outside Boulogne. 1 hey 
were placed im mediately in the guardroom. _ 

A> .1 result 

Oftice permitted^PWMPMBMHp^^^M 
Peet to cross to Boulogne to see the prisoners, 
on Wednesday, June 7. 1916. Three days Indore 
the C.O.s at Henriville had been warned, 
solemnly, that continued resistance would result 
in death. Stuart Beavis smuggled a letter out to 
his mother. It read :— 

“Just a line. WY have been warm'd to-day i liat 
wi» an* now within the war none, and the military 
authorities have absolute power, and disobedience 
may be followed by very severe penalties, ami very 
possibly the death penalty, so I just drop you a 
line in ease they do not allow me to write alter 
to-morrow. Do not be downhearted il the worst 
comes to the worst ; many have died cheerfully 
before for a worse cause. Stuart.” 

For circulating copies of this letter, H. Rttnham 
Brown was prosecuted under Dora, and “ deemed 
to be fined £50 or imprisoned for two months/’ 
His case caused ijuestions to be asked both in 
House of Commons and the House ot Lords and 
led to debates in both Houses of Parliament. 

The seventeen C.O.s who had been taken to 
France first were each warned. A list was read 
out to them of men who had* been shot already 
for disobedience. 

Hubert Peet was allowed no communication 
with the imprisoned C.O.s. Colonel Wilber force, 
the Base Commandant, finally permitted him to 
shake hands with tour men he knew personally. 
Dr. Meyer was allowed to speak briefly to the 
prisoners in the presence of the Commandant and 
an imposing and impatient staff. 

At this time, the prisoners had been eourt- 
martialled, but nut ” read out.” Ten days later, 
J. Rowntree Gillett, who acted as Quaker Chap¬ 
lain, brought back the news that the death 
sentences had been passed, though commuted to 
10 years’ penal servitude. 

The writer of the diary, already .(tuo^d by 
P^^^wri bes t he ” re ading out — 

, Hie ’V • were informal 
'we were to be read out. WY found an escort waiting 
\ix in the courtyard below . . . We turned towards 
the outskirts of the town, and climbed one of the 
hills overlooking it, which affords a wide view ol 
the Channel. I cast many a glance in the direction 
of the white cliffs of Dover, lor this might be our 
last opportunity. We turned into the midst ol a 
huge military camp anil many curious eyes, evidently 
puzzled by our eheerful demeanour under such cir¬ 
cumstances, followed us as we made our way to a 
large open space in the middle, 150 yards or more 
sutiare, and evidently used as a parade ground . 
After a wait of perhaps three-quarters of an hour, 
the various groups of soldiers began to form them¬ 
selves into three sides of a huge square until 
several thousands were present . When ari appro- 
prate hush had been arranged, the Adjutant, who 
was to read out the sentence, took charge 
•Private , No. . of the 2nd Eastern 

Company Non-Combatant Corps, trod by l’ 1 / 1 ” 
Court-Mart ial for disobedience whilst undergoing 
field punishment. Sentenced to death by being 
shot.’’ (Here a pause.) ‘Confirmed by (/moral 
Sir Douglas Haig’ a longer pause) - ami com¬ 
muted to ten years’ penal servitude. . 1 w,l !J 

number three on the list, and as I stepped lotwit 
1 caught a glimpse of my paper as it was handed 
to the Adjutant. Printed sit the top in large re< 
letters, and doubly underlined, was the wind 

^ l^ean hardlv analyse the feelings that flashed 
through my mind as 1 caught sight of the won . 
Thev could cenainlv not bo described as an im 
J bail faced the possibility of a death sentence 
If and nJwi.I,c fact almoKt withont 

iMother. My sister would have to * h 

accepted it as a. fact. ... . i « 

--And commuted to Ion .war* I""'" 1 Kt ‘ rv,l "‘ 1 ' 

So it, huh not ho uftor nil • sl . |llM1PW of llio 

“But as I stood listening a|lf j f r i,iinnh 

rest of oor party, tlio r ‘‘ pl i n “ > * , , )iav( . ti„, 
Ht.rfffid op with n .m*. and I Wt ' . , )f 

privily of bring world ban 

.- 

11H ii .hi pri'i'imiH iiiheriliimv. 

" These men aren't normal. Look at tlir shape 
f their heads!” Colonel Wilherforee satd to 
Iubert Peet before he left Boulogne. 


THE BIS HOP OF BIRM INGHAM 

Dr. Barnes Defends Absolute 
Opposition to War 


Tin* Manchester Guardian for Thursday, 
December 7. 1939, published a report of one of 
many of Judge Richardson's indiscretions as 
Chairman of the Newcastle Tribunal. The next 
(lav Dr. Barnes, Bishop of Birmingham, wrote 
a powerful letter to the Guardian, which appeared 
in the columns of our contemporary on Monday 
December 11, 1939. 

Dr. Barnes summarised the incident : 

“ft would appear that on Wednesday a man 
applied to I lie Newcastle tribunal that be might bo 
registered as a conscientious objector, lie was sup 
ported by a friend who said that it was not Chris- 
tian to take up arms. ’ How dare you presume 
that!"’ said .lodge It irlmrdsoii. 4 There are plenty 
of good Christians helping to remedy the evil ot 
aggression.’ Finally the .Judge expressed bis 
opionion of the two men who described themselves 
as ‘Jehovah's witnesses,’ by saying, * You are a lot 
of cranks'.” 

Dr. Barnes then poses the direct Christian 
challenge to Judge Richardson and to the 
militarists of Church and State in the following 
trenchant terms ; — 

“ Docs the Judge know that for the first two and 
a bldf centuries of its history the Christian Church 
was predominantly pacifist!" A careful examina¬ 
tion of this question by a first-rate scholar is to lie 
found in the book, ‘The Burly Christian Attitude 
to War,’ published by Professor C. J. Cadoux in 
1919. It it be thought that Professor Cadoux uses 
the evidence mistakenly, I would refer to the 
‘ Cambridge Ancient History,’ vol. \d.. 1959, page 
059, where, at any rate as regards the leaders of 
tjie Church, his conclusions are accepted. Take a 
concrete instance. Does anyone think that Marcus 
Aurelius, ‘the saint of paganism.’ persecuted the 
Christians merely because they did not worship 
.in pi ter, Mars. Venus and the net of the trudi- 
j-bmil gods? The offence of the Christians was a 
JMKfllsai to offer incense i 

ET..y,vrw or to "'>»***■*■* . * 

serve in the armies of fhe State even aga nst what 
at that time was literally ’ the menase of German 
barbarism.’ 

»• Judge Richardson’s words were addressed to 
men known as Jehovah’s witnesses.’ Such are 
members of an organisation called the International 
li ttle Students’ Association. Their approach to 1 lie 
New Testament differs widely from mv own. hev 
regard it as verballv inspired: my own attitude is 
that adopted bv modern critical scholars l* ut 
agree in our conviction that Christ forbade Ins fol¬ 
lowers to do wrong that good mifdit eome. W •’ 
therefore, that Christians ought not to serve 
in' the Army. We agree that rven to min the 
11 A M C is to belong to an organisation lorbulilen 
to Christians. We must, servo the State bv our 
nravers and give such ‘civilian h“lp as ><• 1 " 

I mi n rnnRcienr** '-ill allow. Snell wits the rnrU 
c-linstinn altitude, an <he noniwl of n fnnjous 
ill Oriwn’s ‘Contra Olsun. <>•». *.»• 1 

will .i.Mnonntrnti': Micl. is (lie ottdmle of |>roM-nt- 
fl«v Christian pacifists.” 

Dr Barnes Proceeds to ask Intlw KiehanDon. 
if. when he calls the Tehoyah Witnesses ‘ "«iks 
for opoosimr war and militarism, he k, ' l, s ^ v 
is happen im; in Germany. More than 
.Tclwrali Witnesses- are Interned in 
tews criminals, “and the depraved Jar r.tus 
im/ to hear arms in defence of Hitlerism. hev 

Z nicta„K,I “ KM 'mi 

violet badne. The recent British W1* aner 
on the “Treatment ot German NatH.n.ils m 
Germany, 1938-39 ” (Cmd. 61201. mentions these 

nien alwavs with respect. t 

The White Paper states that thev art • 
scribed by Hie Gestapo since they refuse mihtar 

sendee' It describes " their eoun, ;/ e am 
st run. *. ,, « ,nrhah1e It cxnknns . 

“ ThcTarcalltnwd no communication with the 

'’“u'muslT^ 1 clear that, if Jehovah’s Witnesses 
-.re to he applauded for opposing war in tar 
they Snot he condemned for re.usm, to 
assist militarism in Britain. 

Comments Or. Barnes. 

Crunks? I 

an « w - 


that such oaeifiHts ‘rr 
for the Kuro|w» tb’t 
anti 

Iv 


Dm that anti-militarism was the offence for 
which the early Christians were martyred. 

S. Simpson, Russell Si., Brandon Colliery, 
County Durham, was one ol the Jehovah’s Wit¬ 
nesses whom Dr. Barnes defended in his letter. 
Simpson appealed on Tuesday, December 19, to 
the London Appeal Tribunal. He was repre 
sented by Mr. R. Fuller, a London solicitor, who 
belonged to the Jehovah's Witnesses. Fuller 
produced Dr. Barnes' letter. 

Sir Leonard Costello The Bishop of Bir 
rningham points out that a great many of your 
faith have been put in concentration camps? 

I hat L world-wide; nut only in Germany. 

Would you be content to allow the same thing 
to happen here without opposition from anyone? 

I hev are content to do it in Germany. 

J hey have no power to do otherwise. Do \ou 
Suggest that no one in this country should resist 
an invasion by a ruthless and unscrupulous 
enemy." Yes, so far as we are concerned. 

Do you think other people should resist? 
That is their responsibility. As Christians we 
should not resist. 

You are suggesting there are no Christians in 
the Army ?—Fmphatically there arc none, oilier 
wise they would not be slaughtering their 
fellow-men. 

Isn’t that a little intolerant?—-No. That is 
according to the Scriptures. 

The Tribunal dismissed the appeal. 

Opponents of Dr. Barnes challenged the 
scholarship and veracity of Professor C. J. 
Cadoux, to whom the Bishop had referred. 
Replying u> these cr itic. Pni fc— .nr Lad - -u 
wo works, 

( fT ll’ar, and Thc liar^ C fiitrcIT 

and The ll'urld, aimed at being strictly historical, 
presenting and summarising evidence. Professor 
l adoux added that the terms employed by the 
early Church Fathers in denouncing bloodshed 
excluded participation in warfare. 

Professor Cadoux explained : 

•• Tertulliun certainly had a horror of the contami¬ 
nation by pagan worship to which Christians in tho 
armies were exposed. Rut he also makes it jmt- 
lectly clear that he bad an equally strong objection 
to the killing. This comes out quite definitely, 
both in his pre-Montanist work * De Idololatria ’ and 
in his Montanist work * De Corona MilitF.’ Neither 
Origen nor Luctuntius, in dealing with the question 
ol military service for Christians, even mentions the 
danger of idolatry: they both concentrate on tin* 
iniuuity of bloodshed. Origen in particular (about 
A.I). 218) is concerned to reply to the complaint ot 
the heathen philosonher (’elans, who (about A.I). 
178) had criticised Christians for refusing to srivu 
in the Imperial armies. Presumably C’elsus, like 
Origen, knew that their objection to military service 
was mainly humanitarian. Yet both (YIsus and 
Origen wrote as if refusal to serve was the general 
attitude of the Christians of their day.” 

It was asserted that Dr. Barnes* translation 
” Blessed are the pacifists was a “ serious mis 
quotation ” of Matthew V.9. Professor Cadoux 
denied that this was so. He added: 

• * It is perhaps not a happy rendering, since Ha- 
won! ‘pacifist’ raises a host of modem associations ; 
but I’nguistically it is the exact equivalent of the 
Greek word used, and, seeing that Jesus was in all 
essentials h ; mself a pacifist in our sense of the term 
(see ‘The Congregational Quarterly,’ January. I9dd. 
pages 5S-(17, for the evidence in detail), the bishop’s 
translation cannot be ruled out as incorrect, in 
deference to 4 the rt»cordod translation/ Ami, in 
any case, what authority has a translation bv virtue 
of the fact that it is ‘ recorded ’ r ” 

Writing from the Bishop’s Hostel. Lincoln, 
the Rev. Patrick Blakiston supports the Bishop’s 
attitude, b\ stating that there arc other pacifists 
among the ante Nicene Christian writers, besides 
Tertullian, Origen, and Uictantius : 

“•Thou wishes! to make war/ says Tatian, 'and 
thou takes! Apullou as thv counsellor in murder/ 
Jxix. 819 | Apparently to Tatian murder and war 
are one and the same thing Minueius Felix states 
‘It is not right for us either to seo or hear of a 
man being slain/ |\w tV) St Cyprian speaks of 
wars scattered everywhere with the bloody horror ot 
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camps.’ ‘ The world,' he sms, ‘is wot with mutual 
bloodshed, and homicide is a « rime when individuals 
commit it, but it is called a virtue when it is carried 
oji publicly.’ | Donat. (>. | To conclude, ‘Fraud, 
adultery, homicide is mortal sin.’ | Hon Pat. II.] 
Arnobius affirms that * We, a numerous hand of men 
as we are, have learned from His teaching and His 
laws that evil ought not to he requited with evil, 
that it is better to suffer wrong than to inflict it. 
that we should rather shed our own blood than stain 
our hands and conscience with that of another.’ 
| Adv. (lent. i. 0.] 

“ That these are not just the voices of individuals 
may he shown by the rules laid down in the Kgyptian 
and Syrian C'!:urch Orders and in the Canons o. 
Hippolytus, which forbid Christians to join the 
Army. Finally, there is Maximilianus, saint and 
martyr of the Catholic Church, who in tin* year 29f» 
at the age of 21 laid down his lilc for Christ as a 
conscientious objector.” 

Against this historic statement one corre¬ 
spondent quoted Article 57. which insisted that 
war was lawful in order to combat the Anti 
Militarist views of the Anabaptists. 

Dr. Carnes answered very effectively I>\ 
declaring that the Articles of Religion of the 
Church of England were not decisive against the 
ancient (and modern) Christian refusal of 
military service. Me added: 

” What arc the facts? Iu article .'17, entitled 
‘ ()l the Civil Magistrates,’ there appears, after a 
uumlrtT ol other statements, the assertion that * it 
is law ful tor Christian men, at the commandment 
ot tlu* magistrate, to wear weapons, and serve iu 
the wars.' The Klkuhethan framers of the articles 
had a nice sense of words and were not wholly 
ignorant of the early history of the Christian 
Church. So they contented themselves with a 
platitude. Military service, when commanded hv the 
State. is obviously lawful. It is not, lor a Chris¬ 
tian, lawful * and right 


Mr. W. P. \V. Barnes, undergraduate son of 
the Bishop of Birmingham, appeared before the 
Conscientious Objectors’ Appeals Tribunal in 
London on February 8. 

He appealed against a decision of the -blast 
Anglian Tribunal to remove his name from* the 
register of conscientious objectors without quali¬ 
fication. 

Barnes said he was willing to do voluntary 
work, but not in the Royal Army Medical Corps. 
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PRINCIPLE OR CRIME MEDITATION 


When the history of this war comes to be 
written perhaps the most discreditable thing con- 
nected with it, so far as this country is concerned 
will be tound in our treatment of’the admittedly 
genuine conscientious objector to military ser¬ 
vice-leading Quakers and others as to whose 
complete sincerity there can be no manner of 
doubt. Several of them have lately died in 
prison, not directly, from the result of the severe 
ordeal of long periods of hard labour, but in all 
probability through the prostration which made 
them the ready victims of any casual infection. 
Some time ago it was understood that the Prime 
Minister had so far relented as to agree that 
men who had served thp maximum period 
allowed by law of two years’ hard labour, should 
be released. The most ordinary sense of equity, 
t<> say nothing of mercy, would appear to dictate 
that tlu* limit placed by law on sentences of 
hard labour for single offences should apply also 
to sentences for repeated offences when these are 
virtually the same offence and a man is re- 
arrested and resentenced almost as soon as he 
is released. But it is not being done, and this 
injustice and cruelly go on in defiance, or in pure 
evasion, of the law. Several of these prisoners 
were yesterday releasee) from Pentonville 
Prison, but it is understood that they arc to be 
rearrested shortly, or so soon as it is .thought 
they have somewhat recovered strength to 
endure a further term of the hardest punish¬ 
ment known to the law. We publish a letter 
to-day from the editor of the “ Spur,” who has 
been sentenced four times for the same offence 
and already suffered two and a half years’ hard 
labour, aggravated by extreme special punish¬ 
ments for what is regarded as contumacy. He 
has been hunger-striking, was let out for a 
month to recover, and is shortly to start on the 
miserable round of protest and punishment 
again. He and jseyerfcL.others who acted with 
him expect this will be their last arrest : the next 
he feels pretty sure will come from the hand 
which sooner or later arrests us all. And this 
is our way of giving thanks for victory and 
approaching peace and of encouraging men who. 
however mistaken, prefer principle to life. It is 
a glorious device, and, if truth be told, fools 
•though they be, such men are of the salt of the 
•earth, and perhaps there is not one of their 
persecutors, from the Prime Minister down¬ 
wards, who can compare with them in high 
regard for the things of the spirit and for 
loyalty to what they believe to be truth. It is a 
sorry and degrading spectacle. When is it to 
end? — The Manchester Guardian , Tuesday, 
January 14, 1919. 

By the time these lines are in print many who 
were, hardly horn, or else were mere infants, 
when the Guardian “ leader ” was published, will 
be. facing their first court-martial. Ere long, 
some paper, maybe the Guardian, will have to 
refer to their cases, in similar terms to those 
employed in 1919. Where is it all going to end? 
1 low long must mankind endure war and 
militarism?’ How long must sanity and service 
and brotherhood he outlawed among the nations? 


Youth and Conscience 

Dear Sir, The chairman of the Lancashire Tribunal 
(Judge Hurgis) was reported in the press recently 
as having said that a man should examine his con¬ 
science about participation in war at frequent 
intervals. . 

If this is true of those about to register for 
military service or to appear before a ’tribunal, it 
must surely bold good for all young men of military 
age at all times; and they must continue to examine 
their consciences while training for military service 
and when they reach the front, and, if they come to 
tho conclusion that they have chosen the wrong 
course, they must take steps to follow the guidance 
of their consciences. , 

May I ask what provision, if any. is made by the 
Government for men who may thus become troubled 
in conscience about their decision to porlorm military 
service P 

Yours sincerely, 

C. GASKILL. 

The Vicarage, Littlcborough, Lanes., 

2flth February, 1910. 


I his meditation was written on the eve of my first 
V ,urt !t " J,s published in “Tin* Spur,” 

•1 tine, l.i (, K. Annum! translated it into French 
and pwb ished it in his paper, •• Par dela la 
.Mvliv, Orleans, February, 1917. It was repro- 
'“.“ “‘l other French Anti-Militarist papiws and 
wl d i* 1 v circulated in leaflet form hv French War 
Kousters. Editor. | 


1 have a sheet of paper on which to prepare my 
defence to the many charges standing against me 
tie!ore to-morrow’s court martial. And I intend to 
use it to prepare no defence. I am thinking of 
things good and had, of persons virtuous and 
vicious. I want to indict the good, to deplore 
the had, to denounce the virtuous anti to heal Ihc 
vicious, bor good and had, virtue and vice, are 
not what they seem. 

1 am thinking not of the good in essence, but 
the accepted good, the good in appearance. This 
good ot lair speech, modish manners, and pretty 
dresses has been accepted as good throughout 
the ages. And it is a lie. It is vice, through and 
through, lust instead of love, adultery instead of 
integrity, sham, upon sham. It is a business 
piety, a carnal wit, a stomach morality. Christ 
denounced it, GuaUfma exposed it, Socrates 
analysed it. And we must slav it. 

What is reputed vice then? But reputed virtue 
in disgrace—the pomp with the shoddy showing, 
the respectability with the prostitution exposed. 
Sometimes even, reputed vice is real virtue seek¬ 
ing a resting place for the night, after a weary 
day ol witnessing to the truth. 

Man is ignorant. But there is an ignorance of 
innocence, which one day will know truth and 
testify accordingly. That ignorance is splendid. 
Its charms are felt like the possibilities of a mar¬ 
vellous child, whose brilliant future all can fore¬ 
see. But there is an ignorance of squalor, of 
mental and moral mud, of stagnation, crime, filth, 
disease. That ignorance breeds war, feeds..on 
superstition, is found on the bench, preaches in 
the pulpit, and exalts itself in politics. That 
ignorance counts itself respectable and controls 
the marriage mart. That ignorance 1 fain would 
destroy. 

And now let me pray. To the destiny of man, 
to the instinct of my own nature; to the martyred 
spirit of all dead pioneers, let me pray. Let me 
commune for health and strength and endurance 
in captivity. Let me pray for zeal of spirit and 
power of faith. Let me pray for intellectual 
vision and fervour of passion. Let all vulgarity 
slip from me and the word the spirit of truth, 
become incarnate in me. Let me never deny the 
truth either in word or spirit. Let me work for 
the overthrow of scoffers in high places, for the 
destruction of the scoffing. Let me become a 
prophet against the scepticism of worldly piety 
and social unbelief. Let me become a son of 
man, the enemy of God, the foe of kings, the 
destroyer of ritual, ceremony, and all useless 
form. Let truth and truth alone be my mistress, 
and may I bring witness to her integrity from all 
lands and climes. May no worldly ambition, no 
temptation in this wilderness of understanding, 
lead me to serve the enemy of man, the prin¬ 
ciple of power and domination. 

O holy spirit of truth, thou comforter. I have 
felt thv warm inspiration. May 1 deny at no 
time thy claim upon me. Dwell thou in me and 
with me in the days to come, and grant me per¬ 
severance in thy cause, until harmony shall dwell 
in the habitation of man, and peace and justice 
prevail through the land. 

Eovant, Tuesday, May loth, 191(’>. 


THE C.O.—THE TRIBUNAL— 

AND AFTER 
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C.o.s WHO DIED: 1916-18 

Facts Revealed in the House of Commons 


Below we reproduce questions from the House 
of Commons reports, relating those who died. 
The date in italics is that of the day when the 
question arose in Parliament. 

1. DIED TN PRISON. 

1. Arthur Butler. 

Thursday, 13/// December, 1917. 

Mr. Snowden asked the Home Secretary 
whether he is able to report the result of his 
inquiries into the health ot Arthur Butler, a 
conscientious objector, now undergoing his third 
sentence of imprisonment at Preston." 

Sir Ci. Cave At the lime when 1 made the 
inquiry the prisoner was recovering trom an 
attack of intiuen/.a and doing fairly well. East 
Tuesday, however, an attack of pneumonia sud¬ 
denly developed, his parents were summoned to 
see him on that evening, and I regret to say that 
he died last night. \ 

Mr. Snowden Is the right hon. Gentleman 
aware that more than a month ago 1 made 
representations to him in regard to the condition 
of the health of this prisoner, who at that time 
was known to he spitting blood as the result of 
consumption: that 1 received a report trom the 
Home Secretary saying that there was little or 
no foundation for these allegations; that letters 
which had been sent out ot the prison by this 
prisoner have had statements in regard to his 
health obliterated; and in view ot the fact that 
this man undoubtedly died yesterday as a result 
of the treatment he has received in prison, does 
the Home Secretary intend to take criminal 
proceedings against the medical officer and the 
^ Governor of the prison? 

■""'5if"TE Cave—In consequence of the inquiries 
which the hon. Member and others made a 
careful medical examination ot this man was 
made, and he was reported not to be suffering 
in any way from tuberculosis. With regard to 
the other statements, the doctors did take the 
greatest care in this case. An inquiry will be 
held, and all the facts will be gone into. 

Mr. King- Is the right hon. Gentleman able 
to assure us that he will give his personal con¬ 
sideration to this matter, and not leave it merely 
to some subordinate like the head ot this 
institution, who may be himself in some way 
implicated ? 

Sir G. Cave—Of course I will try and do so. 

Monday, 1 7Ih December, 1917. 

Mr. Snowden asked the Home Secretary 
whether he has received a further report upon 
the case of Arthur Butler, a conscientious 
objector who has died in Preston Gaol; and what 
action he has taken or proposes to take in the 

matter? . 

Sir G. Cave—The inquest in this case, which 
was opened on the 14th instant, has been 
adjourned to the 18th to allow of a postmoitem 
examination being held. I can, therefore, make 
no statement at present. 

Tli u rsday , 20th D ecem b er, 1917. 

Mr. Snowden asked the Home Secretary if he 
is now able to make a statement about the ca.se 
of Arthur Butler, who recently died in Preston 
gaol ? 

The Secretary of State for the Home Depart¬ 
ment (Sir George Cave)—Owing to delay in the 
post, 1 have not yet received a full report ot the 
inquest but I understand that the verdict ot t te 
jurv was to the effect that Butler died' front 
pneumonia, that he received proper care and 
attention during his illness, that he had been 
humanely treated and properly nursed, and that 
no blame whatever attached to anyone. 1 he 
post-mortem examination showed that he died 
from pneumonia, and that there was no tiuu <>t 
tuberculosis. 

2. Arthur Horton. 

Thursday, 5th February, 1918. 

Mr. Whitehouse asked the Home SeCrctar) 


if he has made any inquiry into the circumstances 
of the death of Arthur Horton in prison; and, if 
so, with what result? 

Sir G. Cave—An inquest was held in this case, 
and all the circumstances were fully investigated 
by the coroner and jury, who found that this man 
died of pneumonia. Allegations had been made 
that the prisoner had not been properly treated 
in prison, but the jury, after having heard the 
evidence and seen the diet, found that these 
allegations were not founded on fact. 1 can see 
no reason for any further inquiry. 

Mr. Lees-Smith- Is the right hon. Gentleman 
aware that after this man caught pneumonia he 
lay a month in his cell without any nurse and 
without any lire, which is a sentence of death 
upon the strongest man; and it was only after 
the Home Office Inspector, Dr. Dyer, came that 
nurses were suddenly summoned when it was too 
late; and will he have inquiries made into the 
conduct of the prison doctor. 

Sir G. Cave That was the allegation which 
was made before and at the inquest. It was 
contradicted by reliable evidence at the inquest, 
and was,disbelieved by the jury. 1 regret very 
much that it should he repeated here. 

Mr. Whitehouse—Is the right hon. Gentleman 
aware that not only that, hut many other shock¬ 
ing allegations have been made regarding the 
treatment of this unfortunate man in prison, and 
has his attention been called to the fact that the 
doctor who gave evidence and whose evidence 
had weight, is reported in the Manchester 
Guardian as having made a very great attack in 
public upon these prisoners who are in gaol? 

3. E: W. Burns. 

Monday, 1 5th April, 1918. 

Mr. R. Lambert asked the Home Secretary 
whether the inquest on the death of K. W. Burns, 
who died in Hull Prison on or about 13th March, 
shows that death was in any way connected with 
forcible feeding; and whether an independent 
inquiry has been ordered? 

Sir G.Cave—At the inquest held in this case 
the jury found that death resulted from pneu¬ 
monia consequent on the inhalation of some fluid 
food during forcible tceding, and that no blame 
whatever was attributable to the doctor. 
Although 1 had not reason to feel any doubt 
as to the finding *of the jury, whose inquiry was 
perfectly independent, 1 thought it right, in view 
of the importance of the question of forcible 
feeding, that a special inquiry should be made 
by medical men of the highest standing, and at 
my request my hon. Friend the Member for the 
Universities of Edinburgh and St. Andrew’s, 
who was recently president of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, and Dr. Maurice Craig, Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians, who has an 
exceptionally wide experience of this matter, 
undertook the inquiry. 1 have now received then- 
report, which entirely confirms the finding ot the 
jury. Thev are satisfied that the case was one 
where resort to artificial feeding was necessary, 
and that the death of the patient was not due 
to any want of care or skill on the part of the 
medical officer. 

Monday, \Oth June, 1918. 

Mr. T. Richardson asked the Home Secretary 
whether an inquiry was held in Hull Prison on 
or about 6th April 1918, into the death ot E. W 
Burns; whether the Report is to be made public; 
who conducted the inquiry; what action has been 
taken on the Report; how many prisoners gave 
evidence; if any were legally represented; it 
they were indemnified or protected should then 
evidence he against the staff; if the evidence was 
taken down: if it can he made public; and lu»w 
inanv of the staff gave evideiue? 

Mr. Brace The inquiry in question was maue 


by the hon. Member for the Universities of 
Edinburgh and St. Andrews, and by Dr. Maurice 
t raig, E.R.C.P. The result of the inquiry was 
fully stated by the Home Secretary in reply to a 
question in this House on 15th April last. To 
what he said 1 need only add that it is not pro¬ 
posed to publish the evidence, but that evidence 
was given by the governor, the medical officer, 
and three other officers of the prison, and by 
three prisoners who asked to he examined. The 
prisoners, who were all conscientious objectors, 
were given an opportunity of making their state¬ 
ments privately to the Commissioners- the 
governor and all prison officials withdrawing at 
the governors suggestion. 

4. P. E. Gill an. 

Tuesday , 9th April, 1918. 

Mr. Richard Dimbcrt asked the Home Secre¬ 
tary whether Paul Leo Gillan died in Winchester 
Prison on 16th March; whether the inquest 
showed the cause of death; whether the medical 
officer had already reported this case as one of 
acute heart disease; and whether the Home 
Office possesses and exercises the power to 
release from prison any prisoner whose con¬ 
tinued detention is likely to have grave 
consequences? 

Sir G. Cave-Gillan was admitted to hospital 
oil the 12th March but serious symptoms only 
developed on the 16th, the day of his death. 
The inquest showed that death was due to heart 
failure following on pleurisy. The medical 
officer had not previously reported the case, and 
there were no symptoms to show that the 
prisoner’s heart was affected until the day on 
which he died. I have no reason to think that 
removal from prison during his illness would 
have been in am way beneficial to the prisoner. 

Mr. Byrne—Is there any evidence to show that 
this man died as the result of ill-treatment, and 
was he ill-treated because he was an Irishman? 

Sir G. Cave—There is no evidence or ill- 
treatment of anv kind? 

Mr. Whitehouse- Has the right non. Gentle¬ 
man made inquiries as to why the medical officer 
did not report the condition of this man’s health? 

Sir G. Cave—The matter was thoroughly gone 
into at the inquest, and it appears that the 
medical officer had no reason to suspect serious 
illness until the actual day of the death. 

2—DIED IN THE ASYLUM. 

1. Alfred Eunuhlut. 

Wednesday, 14/// March, 1917. 

Mr. Chancellor asked the Secretary to the 
Local Government Board whether he is aware 
that Alfred Eungblul, a conscientious objector 
who voluntarily gave himself up oil 12th Sept¬ 
ember last, was court-martiajlcd at Salisbury, 
sentenced to two years’ hard labour, sent to 
Wormwood Scrubbs, and from there to Epsom 
lunatic asylum; and, seeing that this man was 
driven insane by the ill-treatment that he 
received at the hands of the military, and is now 
in a serious state of health and possibly dying, 
will he say what action he proposes to take? 

Sir G. Cave—My right hon. Friend has asked 
me to reply to this question. This man was 
sentenced by court-martial on the 28th September 
last to 112 days’ imprisonment. On the 10th 
November he was certified to he insane and 
removed to an asylum. 1 have no reason what¬ 
ever for supposing that his insanity was due to 
ill-treatment by the military, hut it the hon. 
Member has any evidence to support this very 
serious allegation he should submit it to the 
Army Council The case is one for their con¬ 
sideration and not one that comes within my 
purview. 

2. John Taylor. 

Tuesday, 13 tk November, 1917. 

Mr. King asked whether John Taylor, a con 
scientious objector at the Wakefield work centre, 
recently attempted suicide by cutting his throat; 
whether this ljnan is the John Taylor. No. 23,162, 
D Company, 3rd Battalion, Essex Regiment, who 
was granted a non-combatant certificate bv his 
tribunal was forced into a comkatant regiment, 
ordered to do rifle drill and afterwards sub 
jected to field punishment No. I ; whether it B 
owing to this and subsequent treatment that the 
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man was driven to attempt suicide; whether he j 
has now been certified insane; and whether 
i uplines will be made into this case with the 
N iew to ti\ responsibility? 

i'he Secretary of State for the Home Depart 
ment ( Sir (>. Cave)- The answer to the first part 
of the question is in the affirmative. 1 have no 
information as to the allegations contained in the 
second part, which should be addressed to the 
War Office. As regards the third part of the 
question, six of Taylor’s friends among the men 
employed at Wakefield have voluntarily supplied 
n report on the facts of the case and on 1 aylor s 
mental condition. It is not suggested in this 
report that his condition was in any way due to 
his treatment while in the Army or in prison ; on 
the contrary, it is mainly attributed to anxiety 
caused by an explosion near his home and by 
subsequent air-raids in London. Taylor lias now 
been certified insane. I see no ground tor tur 
ther inquiry into the matter. 

Mr. King—Is the right lion. Cientleman aware 
that this man is now in a dangerous condition 
and that his friends have been sent to see the 
last of him? 

Sir (i. Cave 1 have not heard that, but 1 am 
sorry if it is so. 

Tuesday, 5th February, D18. 

Mr. R. Lambert asked the Home Secretary 
whether John Taylor, a conscientious objector, 
lias recently died in Wakefield work centre; 
whether an inquest was held; if so, what verdict 
was returned; and whether lie will have an inde¬ 
pendent inquiry by persons other than officials 
concerned into the circumstances of the deaths of 
the various conscientious objectors who have 
died during the last twelve months:' 

Sir ti. Cave—This man died on the 20th 
January at the W est Riding Asylum, ot which 
lie had been an inmate for over two months. Hi? 
death was the result of wounds which he 
indicted upon himself on 2nd November while 
he .was an inmate ol the \\ aketu ld \\ ork C entre . 
As regards the causes leading up to ihe suicide. 

1 would refer the lion. Member to my reply to a 
question addressed to me by the hon. Member 
for North Somerset on the 13th November, from 
which it appears that at the time when he com¬ 
mitted the act he was in great anxiety as to the 
effect of the air-raids upon his home in London. 
An inquest was held on 25th January, and a 
verdict of felo de se was returned. I see no 
ground for any further inquiry. 

3.—RET.EASED TO DIK. 

Tuesday, 30/// October, 1917. 

Mr. Snowden asked the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department if he will make any 
statement as to the health ot 1 homas Dai ling 
Matchett, a schoolmaster, of Bath, confined to a 
Dorchester prison as a conscientious objector; 
whether his wife has been sent for as the man 
is not expected to live owing to haemorrhage of 
the lungs; and can it be stated what circum¬ 
stances brought about this condition? 

The Secretary of State for the Home Depart¬ 
ment fSir George Cave)—This man. who had 
not previously been in bad health, had on the 
1 2th October a severe haemorrhage from the 
lungs probablv arising from latent tuberculosis, 
and his wife* was sent for. lie is now much 
improved, and is no longer considered m immedi¬ 
ate danger. If his friends can arrange for his 
reception in a sanatorium, 1 shall be prepared to 
exercise mv power of release under Section 1/ 
of V he Criminal Justice Administration Act, 

1914. 


CONSCIENCE STRUGGLE: 

1916-1919 

Told in Press Cuttings 


1 hose conscientious objectors who have not 
been deemed genuine by tlu* Tribunals arc facing 
a great struggle. For them the 1916-1919 struggle 
will have some interest. Part of the story is 
related in the press cuttings we reproduce. The 
Ihiily Herald had become The Herald for the 
duration of the war. With all its faults, it 
endeavoured to be some kind of a workers’ paper 
during the Great War of 1914-1918. 


GUY ALDRED. 


i» com mitt i'<l suicide.; a? men huvi* become uiiMittiUy 
affected; and 1 SO have been released becaunc of their 
shattered health. 

Mr. Guy Aldred, a conuciontious objector, has been 
released from Wandsworth Prison after hanger 
striking. Dailif Sews and Leader , .lunuarv 111, 1919. 

Mr. (luy A. Aldred sends us a protest against tho 
desertion of the (’.().'s in prison, and call.*' fur a general 
strike, both inside and outside prison, to effect their 
release. He himself is to be m-arrcsted under tho 
14 Cut and Mouse Act.’’— Forward, February 22, 11*lu. 


HUNGER “STRIKES” IN GAOL. 


(luy Aldred, a conscientious objector of indisputable 
sincerity, whose views were widely known long before nwn«*.n 91 n,,xto ^ 1 "* 

the war, has been in prison since* May 17, 191(5, with* Henry Sara, formerly assistant editor of the 

out intermission, and has just been re-sentenced to two “ S P U, >” and eleven other men are on hunger strike 
years more of imprisonment. We are informed that his a * Winchester Gaol. Mr. (luy Aldred, editor of the 
state of health is such as to make the sentence highly “ Npnr,” was released on .January 8 after a work, 
dangerous; but, indeed, this endless torture? would discipline and hunger strike. Fourteen men in all have 
eak the health of tin* strongest, man. We call upon been released from Winchester and 1-1 Irmn Wands- 
e Labour movement to do something about these worth under the 44 Gut and Mouse Act. but it is 
traces.— Tin Ifentld September 7, 1918. understood that warrants have been issued for the 

re-arrest of some of the men .—Daily Sews, February 
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THE ABSOLUTISTS. uver ow councientiuiis tiujeemrs uuvu m-i-u ivjvw^vu 

Whether the Government cannot, or whether it will tn»ui Wandsworth, Maidstone, and Winchester I risoiis. 
not, understand the attitude of the absolutists, is They include Guy Aldred, Henry Sara, am . 
immaterial. Certainly it does not. And the Wakefield Herbert. Daily .Sews, 1 uesdav, .larch • *• 
scheme is only the latest of its follies. Some 120 meu ♦ 


U imi'i pi ijiiu i mu i t> in luiun mur iuh ■■ issued tor the 

re-arrest of some of the men .—Daily Sews, February 
4> ", J91S. 

Over (50 conscientious objectors have been released 

. \\-..... I.......1. \l..;. I _■ ..... Wi Primms. 


.-'i iirim ir> uni t uir iuu-.-u i» i i i iwim .-i, I'uiui •— «> TOOU 

who had consistently demanded absolute exemption 
and hall refused the Brace scheme, or any other system 
of industrial work under semi-penal conditions, were 
brought to Wakefield and offered the following condi¬ 
tions:— (1) nine hours’ industrial work a day; (2) 3d. 
a day pocket money, spendable at the canteen; (3) 
free association with each other after (5.30 p.rn.; 
(-1) one censored letter and one visitor a week; (5) 
“idleness” or 1 ‘misconduct ” to be punished by 


THE “ SUPER-MOUSE.” 

G. A hired, editor of the “ Spur,” was yesterduy 
again released from Wandsworth prison under tho 
44 Cat and Mouse ” Act after hunger striking tor four 
days. This is the second time this year he has been 
released- after, hunger striking .—Daily Express, Thurs¬ 
day, March (5, 1919. 

To the Kditor of the Manchester Guardian. 


feeding will have upon 

any men remained under punishment, and (b) his system, weakened as he is . J , 

refusal to <lo any prison tusks or to recognise- any imprisonment. May I through you u £ P. ... 
prison discipline while in Wukefiehl. The Oovern- House of Commons the erueltj andIfutiUtr of forcibly 
ment’s answer is to rc.ttrn the men, in small batches, feeling men who have suffered so much 
to various civil prisons. So enils a futile scheme, the hands of the law for «» 1 recently 

.Meanwhile Guy Aldred at Wandsworth is undergoing pray that such barbarous treat .mt at m - GT 

.‘.. .... Tl.orn nr,* out It W HlldsWortll iTlSOIl may 00 tnUlUT 


undergoing prav that such barbarous treatment as was recently 
solitary 1 * confinement for refused to work. There are, meted out in Wandsworth. Prison may e en 
indeed, only two courses open to the Government— Yours, etc., „ Witeoo Udred. 

the old course of brutality or a wiser one of decency. ewherd \ Bush 1 

Is their imagination so dead that they still cannot see 1/ Richmond Gardens, Shoplurd s Hush, 
that they have everything to gain and nothing to lose 1 nndnii. w.l 

by respecting their own laws and their own pledges, by 

_Ilmen mini I li n f nb<<illlti‘ »* Y 1*111 Tit i Oil tl 


granting to these men that absolute exemption to 
which they have so gallantly proved their right / 
The Herald, September 2S, 191$. 

Mr. Guv A. Aldred, the conscientious objector, and 
editor of “ The Spur,” has been released from prison 
owing to failing health. He maintained a six-day 
hunger strike ,—Daily News, January 7. 1919. 


London, WM2, March 2. Ar u , 

—Manchester Guardian, Tuesday, March 4, lJiJ. 


THE COWARDLY PERSECUTORS 
By George Lansbury. 

bast week we briefly announced the ^tthatth. 
“ Herald ” petition, containing nearly 1.10,000 signa 
lures asking for the release of conscientious objectors, 
hud bcvn presented to .Mr. Shorn, the Home 'Secretary 
by mvself and Gerald Gould. 1 would like nmders uf 
Herald ” to understand that those martyrs for 
;ake are being kept in prison and perse- 

that 
remain 
does 
:tic 
them. 

lis intentiou to work S^ tI0 |“ t *® t ‘."port's from Wandsworth Prison prove how 
Strike from the beginning, nnd this he carried out .. . „f these men are being treated, and prove, 

with a discipline strike at the same time. He hunger- Um> ' tha , should demand a full 
struck with the vommenccmcnt of tho new year, and . , lu , ,.i, nr ges brought against th 
his health failing, was released under the Cat and 0 „ u , r „ m( .j a ls at that prison. wi'd back t0 

Mouse Act for one month. He ia now in a vety la.l y{ oth(>r wcl i. klM)Wn men are '*'?£.** 

State of health.—JPwt London Obsrrvcr, January 10. ( , ni , urp ,,gaio the tortures ot hell in prison . . . 
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CONGRATULATIONS. to receive the ^‘'''‘^''"‘'''."..''porsecutcd by being 

bsolutionisus—including Guv Aldred— bv Act of .y,? lm| Ministers, when asked to explain. 


The C O " whose oulv crime is tha, they have 
The G.U. .. . definite manner their claim 

£"3? l»e relief monied to ££ 


Fourteen ausotutionffl»s—uin»<n“5 - . J’. v ^ 11 IV!!' Ministers, when asked to explain, 

l »„i, tin. nnes were released from Wandsworth Gaol on Tuesday at tor kept in prtso . • . us0 #11V explanation, and take 

We propose to exhaust completel) the (jUts . , ik ,. Congratulations to them on the success Jit like mutes. I . ._• ,,„ v „ .loomed to 

pirlianient concerning the treatment of "W';* - - K . . . . determination. 


tions m I’arliamcnt concerning , 

,lu- cnscienliotis ohjedors tlunng the (.real 
War Also we shall reproduce some ol the 
splendid debates in both Mouses. 

The list published in the Christmas issue, 
under the lieacJiii« : ‘‘C°N( Mlh.S. l'llt.-l . 
should be corrected. *1 he hue ending . U . . 
Objector . • • 21 ' should toad S.LI. 

Objectors.” 


Fourteen a 

wMSSHHSSe SrS"f;- 

- SSSn^M tVunry Him. , , 

~ iccKi "‘V‘R«d?tvavtnen Knginccrs and Dockers; indeed to all 

CONSCIENCE MEN IN PRISON. “'".vwmea and women, who care for righteousness, 

nf the 1.500 iig X <rd n T» iuNSV^flo^mVnt^ 

1-r‘r "'^snntc'nSes'''uv th'e end ot February M0 will -ga,used X' /'^'^ u^^risoners of every son 
!" I , Without any break for hw h « b ase a ^P 0 ^ soWU>rs . 

have eompi d . ( . our ,.marliulled since the and ktnd, h l% H<raM> Mareh 15, 1919 

rituii: oi the M men who have died nine, arrest 











THE LIVERPOOL 
CONSCIENCE TRIBUNAL 


The personnel of the North-West Tribunal tor 
Conscientious Objectors, sitting at Liverpool, is 
the same as that of Manchester. 

This Tribunal \vas dealt with very fully in the 
February issue. 

On Thursday, December 7. 1939, Charles H. 
Lawton, 63 Karslake Road, Liverpool 13, a 
Methodist local preacher, said that he was pre¬ 
pared to bring food on any merchant ship that 
was unarmed, or to serve in an ambulance, but 
not in the Royal \rmy Medical Corp>. He 
stated that he would not be allowed to preach 
“Love your Knemy ” in the Army. This would 
be interpreted as incitement to disaffection. 

He was registered as a conscientious objector, 
conditionally on undertaking approved civilian 
work. 

lames Lowe. Pearl Line, Chester, a Methodist 
and Sunday School Secretary, said in a written 

statement : 

“ Try to imagine Christ in khaki, saluting a 
Union Jack!” 

To imagine Christ murdering a man, just 
because he was a German, was uttcily fantastic . 
The mind of God, he explained, could not be 
altered at will by Act of Parliament. 

Lowe said if he joined the R.A.M.C. he might 
be called ujjon to resist a so-called enemy'.and 
he would want to assist wounded Germans. He 
had no guarantee that he would be allowed to 
remain in the R.A.M.C. 

The Chairman—Put you have. The Minister 
of War has given it. 

Lowe - l regard the guarantees of such 
tjuLn-:*- a; unite worthier, in view of the 
Time Ministers guarantee that conscription 
would not be introduced. Ministers might 
plead circumstances. 

He was registered conditionally on doing 
civil work to he found by the Ministry of 
Labour, and, in the meantime, on rendering 
suit aide civil service. 

James Maddocks, 28 Speedwell Road, Claigh- 
ton Birkenhead, had his name removed from the 
register of objectors. We hold that this decision 
was wrong. 

Maddocks said he could not accept training to 
kill his tel low-men. 1 le had been a violinist in 
most of .the prominent orchestras of the North 
of Fngland, and had attended the St. John 
Ambulance classes, but if he joined the R.A.M.C. 
he would lose his freedom of conscience. 

The Chairman made the point that Maddocks 
had changed his attitude towards the R.A.M.C. 
since lime. Maddocks could do much to encour¬ 
age and to cheer his comrades in the army. As 
Maddocks is only 20 years of age too much 
ought not to have been made ot Ins changed 
attitude towards the R.A.M.C. Older men have 
been known to change their attitude towards 
questions and institutions. 

On Tuesday, December 12. the Tribunal 
heard the case of F.rnest Allen Mann. 1- 
Alexandra Street, Warrington, a communicant 
of the Church of Kngland, and a member ot the 
Anglican Pacifiist Fellowship, partly in private, 
at his own request. He alleged victimisation and 
gave details in private. The Rev. John Lowe 
of the Anglican Church, spoke to Manns 

Sl Thc^Vribunal directed that 'Mann should he 
registered as a conscientious objeetoi, eondi 
lionally upon his undertaking civil work umlei 
civil control, provided by the Ministry o; L^our. 
Meanwhile he must qualify for first-aul work, 
and then attach himself to a recognised 

‘Tion1 mRusscll Kirby, another member of the 
•hureli of Fngland, 62 Margaret Road, Livei- 
)00 1 4 said he did not mind going into dangei , 
bm he would no. kill because he felt d would 


be a mortal sin. He had volunteered for service 
on a minesweeper. 

Replying to the chairman, Kirby* said he would! 
not give orders for a minesweeper to ram a sub 
marine, if he were in a position to do so, because 
that would be taking life, lie would not mind 
losing his own life. 

The C hairman If a job i> found for you on a 
minesweeper, are you prepared to go." 

I >cfinitely. 

The Chairman said: “This is a most refresh¬ 
ing and inspiring case.” 

He declared that Kirby’s j>ovvers of reasoning 
were somewhat primitive and his use of words 
was limited, but his courage was supreme. 

“ We believe there is something innate in this 
man which tells him it would be wrong to kill, 
added Judge TWirgis. 

Kirbv was entered on the register ot conscien¬ 
tious objectors, without conditions, and the 
chairman said steps would be taken to enable 
him to serve on a minesweeper. 

Walter J. Jannaway. Oak Street, Southport, is 
a Christaclelphian. an assistant air-warden at hi> 
work, and a student of first-aid. He was regis 
tered unconditionally as an objector. 

Registration subject to doing civil work to be 
specified by the Ministry of Labour, was granted 
to: Bertram W. Knight, 6 Hicks Road, Sea- 
forth; Percv Lionel Hallam. 12 Matlock Avenue, 
Southport: Kdgar J. M*Coy. 1 71 Hawthorne 
Road. Bootle: Fxbvard Makin. St. Polycarp’s 
Parish Church, Fverton. 

The previous day John David Lrimston was 
registered unconditionally as a conscientious 
objector. 

Alderman C. Aveling cross-examined the Rev. 
Hubert Watson, of the Richmond Baptist 
Church, Liverpool, as to his own view's on paci¬ 
fism, when he appeared to testify to the genuine¬ 
ness of the views of an applicant who is a 
member of his congregation. 1 he question occa¬ 
sioned a demonstration in court. 

On the Thursday, Judge Lurgis explained the 
reason for the cross-examination:— 

‘•Mr. Watson took the point which Ik* was per¬ 
fectly entitled to take, that such cross-examination 
was irrelevant ; hut 1 allowed tin* cross-examination 
to proceed; I held that it was relevant in order to 
test the value that should he put upon .Mr. Watson s 
evidence. 

There is a very well-known rule of law that, if 
a man gives evidence contrary to his own interests, 
or in support of a person whose views are contnirv 
to his own. then that witness is entitled to a h-gn 
degree of eredihilitv. But it does not tollow that a 
person who gives evidence in support of another 
Whose views correspond with his own is not 
entitled to credence. 

“ Mr Watson’s views as a pacifist in support ol 
pacifist mav well be entitled to great respect, lmt 

!t Mr. Watson l.R.I <.. »."■»««"* ' ,r """I 

rlnnlain and had been giving evidence as to th. 
vi.'ws of a pacifist, his evidence would have been 
...i i . S |i|| trreater credit, as ho would h.i\e 

b"pi, giving evidence in s,.. of a person "hose 

views were contrary to his own. 

Douglas Annaiul .Sissons. Okehampton Road. 
T iverpool 16. a Methodist lav preacher. was 
asked a number of fool questions as to what 

could he done to persuade ll,tlcr . ‘p.e ^f ict tlV,l 
cntlv The Tribunal never faced lla tact th. 

1 Tiller’s power ha,I been ln.il, up by Hnus 
support and most active assistance. Rev. John 
T. Gray testified to Sisson s sincerity. 

The Tribunal directed that Sissons should tie 
registered as a conscientious objector, condition¬ 
ally’on undertaking civilian work to he pro¬ 
vided hv the Ministry of Labour. Meanwlidle u 
nM „l (itialilv for and join a recognised h 
organisation. Sissons agreed ,o receive th.s 

training. 


The following were registered unconditionally 

conscientious objectors: Stephen Kmtyn 
Kolwrts, 132 Harrow ly Street, Liverpool t»; 
Arthur Scott, student, Fmmanucl Bible School, 1 
Balm (»rovc, Birkenhead ; Malcolm Jones Service, 

43 Link Avenue, St. Helens 

The Tribunal directed that the name of John 
David Roberts, 26 Bra/enose Road, Liverpool, 
should be removed from the C.O. Register with 
out qualification. Roberts was condemned for 
making an honest statement: 

■ I rcfiiM- to fight, not hciuu'. I «liMik< w.ir, but 
hi*r*rtiiN»» 1 him not going to lighl to protn t a 
which has. never given a man a decent ehanco.'’ 

He aildeil that he would 1 h- willing to «>er\e il tin »«• 
wuh ii Labour (iovornment in |miw« r. 

<ht December 13, the Tribunal registered Kric 
Graham Chirgwin, 210 Claughton Road, Birken¬ 
head, as an objector. He is an arts graduate of 
the Liverpool University and approved student 
for the Presbyterian Church of Kngland minis 
try. He could have avoided military service 
without having bis case heard bv the Tribunal, 
but insisted on having bis conscientious objection 
registered. 

Sydney Cattrell, 19 Storctoti Road. Oxton, 
Birkenhead, a railway clerk, now employed at 
Hoylake, said that if his work was connected 
with the movement of munitions he was, and 
had been, prepared to give it up. lb bad worked 
at fifteen different stations during the past two 
years. At each be had stated his views, and lie 
had been derided for them. 

Cattrell was granted registration conditionally 
upon his remaining in his present employment. 

Unconditional registration as a conscientious 
objector was granted to: Keith Malcolm 
Con wav, 26 Snowdon Road, Birkenhead, a 
member of the Societv of friends irotn birth; 
john Gordon Davies. Newton Rise, Chester: 
Norman Brown, 4 Portia Avenue, Woodley, 
Rock Ferry. 

Conditional exemption was granted to Philip 
Neville latnes Chipperfteld. 7 Crawford Avenue. 

\\ avertree, Liverpool, an Agnostic, and secre¬ 
tary of the University Biological Society. Chip- 
pertield is a Liverpool l niversity science gradu¬ 
ate. now taking an honours course in zoology. 

On December 14, the Tribunal granted condi 
tional exemption to Ronald kric Osborne 1 aylor, 
printer. 34 Gonville Road. Bootle. 1 aylor s 
father was a conscientious objector during the 
Great War. Taylor declared that a military 
uniform was a devil’s uniform. Judge Burgis 
said that the Tribunal thought that I aylor s 
views were erroneous but deeply sincere and 
conscientious. He had had pacifism'presented to 
hint from his very earliest days. 

Thomas Bernard Green, art student, 8 Newry 
Park Fast, Chester, was removed, without 
qualification from the register of objectors. 
because his objections nvre bused on reason, not 
conscience. 

Green said that the real result of war was 
waste, to victor and vanquished- waste «>t 
niotiev, materials, time and brains even apart 
from the loss of life was enough to br-ng all 
progress to a standstill. 

Green made a splendid case. His removal 
is a disgrace to those who reached such a 
decision. 

George l.lewellvn Snapc. a hank clerk 2/ 
Know sley Road, Ormskirk. a Christadelpluan. 
was granted conditional registration. Net he 
answered, in the affirmative, the following ques¬ 
tion, put to him bv Alderman t . Aveling .- 
'• Would you sell £500 worth of line l.oou 

for me to-morran': 

Snapc explained that it would he in the course 
of his duties as a bank official; hut that would 
not affect his conscience in any was. 


William Leslie Gross, SO Moor Street. Orms¬ 
kirk, a member of the Ormskirk Parish t hutch, 
said that, since he was fifteen years old, he held 
that his C hristian beliefs were inconsistent with 
soldiering. Douglas Donahue. 23 Rimmenm 
Road. Liverpool 17. refused to iom any lighting 
unit, 'five Chairman said that Donahue ban his 
views but no convictions. Ronald row.er 
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Chandler, 151 Orton! Lane, Warrington, a 
member of the Latter Day Saints, said that 
Christianity was opposed to war. 

lhe names ot these three applicants were 
removed without qualification. 

Non-combatant service was ordered in the fol¬ 
lowing cases: Victor lioklgatu Speaknian, 
Dev.mdale, Hoylakc Road. Morcton, a member 
,,t the Salvation Army; Leonard Cordon 'fucker, 
89 Parkhtll Road. Liverpool S; Colin Smith, 14 
Uufford Road, Bootle. 

Conditional exemption was given to Albert 
Mansel Harrison, 125 Broad Lane. Liverpool 11, 
a student of Chester Training College. 

Cnconditional exemption was granted to 
Charks Tom Griffiths, 52 Oxford Street. Liver- 
I*-./ >! 7 : and Herbert Gwilym Brooks, 25 Kensing¬ 
ton Road. Southport. 

Tkiw w\i. Reports. Next issue: Leeds; also 
further London, Glasgow and Ldinburgh 
rei>nrts: Fdinburgh and I^ondon Appellate 
Tribunals. Comrades are invited to send details 
and cuttings relating to all Tribunals. 


WHO ARMED HITLER? 

Conscription was the subject oi full-dress 
(Lbate at the Scottish Trade Union Congress, at 
Kothesay, <>n April 2S. 1939. 

Mr. Arthur Woodburn, now M.L., but then 
Scottish Secretary to the Labour Party, said : 

The I/ihour Party is still against war and tin* 
I. a hour Party believes that war troubles ean still 
br -«*tt!«*<| by other means than by war . . 

“ I read in the Press that this country, between 
September, 10.'!#, an«l February, 10.'!0, has exported 
tons of pig iron to (ior/nany, agiinst f> O.'tf) 
tons in any similar period in previous years. 

“ There is no question at all that, proliteers arc 
still supplying the aggressors in Kurope with the 
means of making war." 

Mr W oodburn is now a warmonger. But this 
piiin.t about the arming of Germany should be 
remembered by the C hairmen of Tribunals, when 
putting stupid questions to conscientious 
nbiectors. 


“THE WORD” LIBRARY. 

Pamphlets by Gl Y A. ALDKKD 

1 SOCIALISM cm TJIK POPi*: 

2 THK RKBKL OH HIS DISCI PLKS? 

:j. JOHN M ACLKAN MARTYR OF THK CLASS 
STRCOOLK. 

1 . TO THK KDITOH : .‘fO Year-’ C‘orres|K»ndenee on 
Subjects ol Varying Interest. 

HISTORICAL A N l> TRADITIONAL 
CHRISTIANITY, 
r, STUDIKS IN COMMl'NISM. 

7. PIONKKRS OF A XTI-P A R LIAM KNT A RI S AI. 

Id. each Postage: Id. 

AUTHORS OTHER WORKS INCLUDE: 
Cocial'cm and Parliament. Part I.—Socialism or 
Parliament. PCM Rewritten and Revised Kditiun 
Out ol Print. Shortly to be reprinted. 10 
chapter* and H appendices. 

Socialism and Parliament. Part II. Government by 
La*>our. did Kdit'ou Hewrilteji ami He\ ^*d. 
Shortly to be published. 

For Communism. (I 0 :F».) 21 chapter* and 12 appen- 
die* > Shortly lo be reprinted, with slight 
revUions and currentiotiN. 

TbfMe booklet* will issued in )>opii 1 nr form, for 
w de eireolat'on. at absurdly ebeap priees. to -t imula'.e 
purchase and rtildy. 


HANDED OVER! 

What it means 


1 was arrested at 17 Richmond 
Shepherd’s Bush, on Thursday, April 13, 1916, 
and charged with failing to surrender myself 
for service under the Military Service Act. 
appeared at the West London Police Court the 
following day, and appeared again at the same 
Court, on April 27 and May 4. I was never 
called to the Colours under that Act; and there 
can be no doubt, and there never was any doubt, 
that the first Military Service Act never applied 
to me. I had made myself a nuisance, by 
championing the case of Ilenrv Sara and C.O.s 
generally, and the authorities of the time were 
resolved on my detention or imprisonment . The 
question no longer matters because sooner or 
later resistance to Conscription would have come. 

To those who now face being handed over it 
is useful to know how the Conchies felt in 1916. 
From the columns of The Spur I make excerpts 
which takes the readers down to my first court- 
martial. 1 made notes of all that happened and 
wrote voluminously. This helped to preserve 
sanity. 


i. police: court farewell. 

IVest Loudon Police Court, May 4, 1916. 

After editing a monthly journal of Socialist 
and rebel thought continuously since December, 
1910, 1 must hid a graceless farewell to the 
editorial chair. A Hag 1 do not respect, upheld 
bv a militarism i detest, is being borne aloft. 
The enemy compels my physical presence, even 
though it cannot command my allegiance. 1 
must line up with many comrades similarly 
placed. Our light is against a foe which gives 
no quarter, and knows no honour in battle. Only 
humiliation awaits those who war against Con¬ 
scription at home and so strive to secure real 
freedom in the commonwealth. I trust that, in 
this struggle, I may prove a humble hut no mean 
warrior. Whether I shall survive the light or 
not, only a godless providence can say. I hope 
I may, for in the days to come I have other, hut 
not less important work to do than I am attempt¬ 
ing now. Action tests the strength of one’s 
thought : and it is good to he tested. But there 
are days of thought and quiet in which one 
accomplishes more solid work than in those 
moments of storm and stress. And besides, the 
present strife is hut guerilla warfare. To the 
future belongs the real battle, in which passive 
resistance plays no part, the great campaign of 
social revolution. 


2. IN TIIF HANDS OF THK MILITARY. 

Davis Street Tarrocks, May 4, 1916. 

I was taken from West London in a taxicab. 
Refused medical inspection there, hut was treated 
courteously enough. Brought here. Refused to 
put on uniform, but was treated courteously and 
reasoned with. Am going to hunger strike, I 
think. 


Why Jesut Wept. A -erie* ol histori':il « - 

Bakunin. Tbv lib story of the gri*,»l ai'itutor. With 
hi* eolleeted rit inu> 

Richard Carlyle, Agitator. Kuluri'<<!. to include 
-••li*» l ; «uih from (‘arlib' H writing). 

The** book* will Im* Unwed rapidly from the Fre 
in ''lightly popular torin I ban tin* work* previ¬ 

ous! iiw nl ionel. I,. < .him- tin > b* long to -tudv tailor 
than to ord'liars propaganda Tin* interest in tin s** 
writing, will be upwiul rather than general. 

At Grip* With War. Kirn Kdition. 11120 <ei ond 
Kdition, 1U.TJ. Thi- work will be rc-Uftiicd at an 
early date. 

Other Pamphlet* ar» bring prepared and other 
Reprint* i*Mied. Thi* will bring the \ttthor*i* writing* 
up to date and restore to idreulalton e**av* too long 
out ol print. 

‘ The Word** Library, ami other "socialist and 
P eitt-.t ..,il * in l„ port ha '* d at The Strickland 

Fret* Book’.hop and Office, 104 George Street, 

Glasgow, C.t. 0|nii Hails II 10 an. to *, :tu put 

Uri t s ijii i liti i.ilwrr through tlu, olb< * 


/ amp, run mo 

1 am :i good few miles from Hurdcott Cam 
(Sara was at this time at Hurdcott). 1 hax 
little to say, beyond stating that I am standin 
linn hv my principles. Mv journey down hei 
was pleasant enough. 1 am in one of the line 
companies of men one could he amongst. I )i 
I believe in soldiering I could ask for no belli 
comrades, hut / do not. in other times, n 
civie virtues would he recognised as splcndi 
qibintics. But now, well good men as well ; 
had are opposing each other. It is a shame an 
• tact. My attitude, from the military vicwpoii 
i> unforgivable. There are opposite views , 
duty! 

Fovant Camp, 6th Ma 
When I was taken to the Davis Street Hea, 
quarters of the 9th London Regt. 1 refused 

f " r m > or to don khaki. I was sc 

down here under escort vs it), the kit I retu-i 


to don khaki or to strip for examination. Was 
charged to-day with six charges of " refusing to 
obey orders." After this, I was forcibly 
examined and put into khaki. Lut my pro cs 
remains. On Monday, I shall be called upon 
to sign mv papers and to drill. Alter this I 
shall he put into the guard room to await court- 
martial. I put up a hunger strike till to-day 
Received a decent dinner on condition that 1 
withdrew strike until end of week. It is possible 


Tovant Camp, 7th May. 

\ shall go back to the Guard Room to-day. as 
I intend to refuse all parade, all drill and shall 
finally strip off the uniform entirely. 1 am told 
that if 1 persist, I shall get 3 years’ penal servi¬ 
tude. At Hurdcott, Sara lay s down on parade. 
He is terribly treated. 


Tovant Camp, 10 th May. 


On Monday 1 refused to put on rny puttees 
and hat to go down to breakfast. Was ordered 
to do so by Sergeant Mortimer and replied that 
I would take no breakfast. Was charged before 
Capt. Henderson, and then got my own wav. 
Refused to button uniform, so the Regt. Sergt.- 
Major did this for me. Later same morning 
charged before the Colonel. He remanded me 
till afternoon parade. Capt. Henderson came 
into the hut and ordered me to assume equipment 
and to go on parade. I refused. Was taken 
under armed guard again before the Colonel. 
He said one man like me caused more trouble 
than 100 good men. He asked me to accept his 
punishment and I demanded a court martial. He 
seemed surprised and said it would Ik* secret and 
that I would gain no cheap notoriety from it. 
I retorted that 1 wanted no cheap notoriety, hut 
would stand by principle. Was then taken back 
to detention room and marched out again under 
armed escort to Major Willoughby, who drew up 
particulars of evidence. I am still kept in close 
confinement, without exercise of any kind, 
awaiting court martial. 


Fovant Camp, 12 th May. 

On Thursday, the Colonel visited me. ITe is 
hitter, hut not bad. He complained that it was 
against the Army* regulations to men turn liberty 
in my letters. Asked me to reconsider my posi¬ 
tion since J was a man of intelligence. Com¬ 
plained of people writing to me as “conscientious 
objector.” Told me I had no sense of duty*. I 
smiled. Wanted to know what would happen 
if all men were like me. Admitted there were 
a few like me in Germany, hut failed to realise 
there were a few here. I am awaiting my court 
martial—D.C.M. 


I want you to know that solitary confinement 
finds me reflective, strong and bold. 1 am 
awaiting the day when we shall destroy this 
cursed system of lies and misery. Believe me, 
the day will come. Our tyrants have not all the 
power they think. 

13/// May. 

Colonel again visited me. Said he was sorry, 
seeing my fine intellect that I should remain in 
such a position. Urged me to change. Asked 
what 500 or 600 men in London and such a 
number in Berlin could do to end war. Agreed 
that tc *ar was wrong and horrible. But admitted 
that Kngtand must maintain a large Army ready 
for more war! Finally said f was in a minority 
and must suffer for my principles. Confessed 
his regret that I could not throw in mv lot with 
the others. 


3. DF.TKNTIOX ROOM MUSINGS : 
[These “ Musings ’ were published in The Spur, 
June 1916. Only part arc printed. Penned 
while waiting mv first court martial.) 


1 believe that the warriors of the world arc 
the curse of the world. Bo you then think that 
either cajolery or menace will make me ally 
myself to a curse? Whoever thinks so knows 
me not at all. 

The working women of the world are doing 
the Manual work of the world. They are being 
told that they are equal to man because thev 
are driving man to self-slaughter When thev 
proved mental equality, women were jeered at 
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and brutally treated. Now they are showing Dllll f\ TUT fcl /■« | 

slavish equality. they arc- applauded and told Qiill |J IHr Wl 

they should have the vote. Hut who will the . 

vote benefit? Working women or their mis¬ 
tresses? 


system of which war is 
Neither the workers of Brit; 


(By ANNESLEY G. ALDKED. 


Questions and arguments put forward by 
audiences at recent meetings show, only too 
plainly, that the “ bogey-man ” has been well 
boosted. “ Because of one man ” cry has been 
revived effectively. In 1914, the one man was 
the Kaiser. To-day, it is one who was then 
hungry and insignificant. The Allies of 1916- 

.umuuiMii k.ui 3 iat»v, . —. 1918 deposed the Kaiser to elevate Hitler whose 

lacks prestige. It boasts the trappings of pomp, present importance is the product of that 
but lacks the soul of majesty, lo want majesty “blood-bath,” ar 

! . i.., TTinnllv nnlilrirism Will . 1.. • I I !t 


The great argument against Socialism was that 
it made all men equal in servility. 1 hat was 
said to be the vice of Socialism. Now magazine 
articles are being written to show how nobly 
militarism accomplishes this task. How tunny 
despotism becomes when it tries to argue. 

But it 


is to be without power. Finally militarism will 
fail. Only revolution has majesty. 1 hat 
because revolution means liberty. 


Militarism is a 
up a button, ant* 


Militarism can starve, cage and chain 

prestige. HH HPP HPB 

and its aftermath. Now we must] 
destroy Hitler, we are told, in order lo 
“ achieve decency in International Relationship.” 
Once more the English and French workers are 
lured into the position where they must kill, and 
be killed by, the German workers. 

This last point is one on which those of us 
who are conscious of the full implications of 
this war, and are actively opposing it, must not 
allow ourselves to be misled. We must realise 
that the apparent ease with which working-class 
acceptance of this war has been won is due not 
so much to the stupidity of the workers (which 
is the easy way of dismissing the fact) as to the 
strength of the war propaganda. Indeed, so 
insidious is this war propaganda that it is 
difficult not to be deluded into the feeling 
that “the British and French cause” lias 
justice on its side and that, even if one 
is not prepared to kill, one should at 
least render some equivalent form of non- 
combatant service or work of national import¬ 
ance. The atmosphere makes one leel that he 
ought to apologise for his scruples of conscience. 
It is. in fact, only by realising lhat the lundrt- 
niental issue is still the same, that the war is 
being fought for age-old capitalist interests, that 
] . one feels certain that the need for absolute oppo- 

- M V K1 sition to the military machine is as great as ever. 

How wise are those ^ ?cnses that there is no justification for any 


machine. You ret use to do 
the machine is out gear. 
You refuse to wear a hat and half the machinery 
is at a standstill. You refuse to “right turn’ 
and the machine is scrapped. 

Militarism is at an extremity. Its cogs are 
thinking, thinking and becoming clogs. They 
feel themselves gripped by trickery and resent 
'.lie pressure. They have discovered their own 
sense of worth, and hale to he classed as worth¬ 
less. So the crude machine is scrapping. 

Thought is active and questioning and virile. 
Thought will be spoken and written and read. 
Thought will be uttered, communicated and 
received. In vain are papers suppressed and 
thinkers jailed. No Bastille prevents a revolu¬ 
tion. 

W hat are we Sons ot the army of the night, 
they ask. \Ye are what our martyred forbears 
were. We are the fates. Let the timid and the 
powerful beware. 

“Be a mart/ ‘said the Colonel, “and give up 
these ideas. I his is like saving he a soldier 
and desert your colours.“ 

:i authority above us. 


an integral part. 

- -HML.— . nor of any other 

country, want war. But the old tricks still work; 
and the threat, which was so illustrated so well 
in The Spur during the Iasi war, What would 
you do if you were threatened with the bayonet?” 
serves once more to palsy the wit of ihr man 
who would oppose the war. So few think. So 
many fear. So few have the courage to express 
conviction. So many are too cowardly to disdain 
the official uniform of seeming courage. The 
people will not understand that it is they who 
wield the bayonets, and it is for them to say tha 
they will wield them no longer. (July when the^ 
do say this, will war end. 

Apart from the challenge of war to the iivli- 
vidual conscience, even the use of a bogey man 
cannot obscure the social reality of the class 
struggle. That issue remains the same whether 
bombs drop on cities or only on battleships. In 
war-time, as in peace-time, the struggle to attain 
a saner system of society must go on. Objection 
to war, to be replaced by direct individual resist¬ 
ance wherever the Tribunal does not recognise 
the imperative dictate of conscience, is merely 
the first negative-positive step towards the new 
social order. 

Because I know' that this step must be taken, 
that paralysed and paralysing Labour careerism 
must give place to direct stand against militarism, 
I have identified myself with the No t \ inscrip¬ 
tion League. 

The developing of a powerful anti-war move¬ 
ment, the emphasis on the supremacy of indivi¬ 
dual conscience over the herd-instinct of blind 
obedience, are required at this crisis. < >nly thus 
can w e arrest the toll the “ bogey man propa¬ 
ganda is taking of humanity and end its menace 
to civilisation. Because of the bogey man." 
those now effected by conscription must square 
their action with their conscience, resist war, and 
build the movement of war resisters, the men of 
conscience- the N.C.L. 


done!. 


the 


relaxation of that opposition, no justification lor 
unv compromise. 

The Parliamentarians have, as usual, betrayed 
the w orkers. I liev excelled their performance 
of 1914. In so doing, they have acted exactly 
as the Anti- Parliamentarians have always said 
they would. The I.L.P.M.P.s, to their credit, 
were alone almost on the Opposition benches m 
opposing conscription, apparently having retained 
some shred of principle. 

The Labour Parts, sitting on the ience, and 
the Communist Party, still trying to explain 
Russia’s alliance with Fascism in the terms ot 
Socialism, arc both a menace to working-class 
unitv. The chief danger from the latter organ¬ 
isation. it is true, arises from the contusion and 
contradictions in the efforts to save their own 
face and standing. Thus they praise Russia tor 
“saving” millions of Polish workers from the 
clutches of the Gestapo; and at the same time 
hail the treaty with the rulers of Germany, who 
maintain that Gestapo, as a determined step 

jt c.tvv-. . - . I? f towards peace. Who assert that war is serving 

narched about the camp under armed guard. cause of Fascism; and who, in the same 

vas brought in contact with an officer, who was ‘ accusc t h ose who oppose war of serving 

S lay ing with furv at mv " tom-foolery, as ne . ' . -nitv- in dissociating 


600 like you do; Ariced 
■ Vanquish militarism ’ I replied. 

“ You are not like others, uni are an intelligent 
an." exclaimed the Colonel, which accounts 
>r mv position. Sir. I answered. 

‘ Join up with us now.” said another officer, 
and we ll give you a week-end at home. So 
much generositv appalled me. But I smiled. 

The chaplain lias not visited me, and I have 
mt visited him. We are on excellent terms with 

ch other. 

“ Resist to the uttermost as long as you are 
■hie,” writes a Glasgow comrade, in a letter 
hich escaped the censor. Quite so, and after 
‘ at—111 resist again. 

The king of beasts is reputed by hunters to 
e the most cowardly of brutes. Is that why 
he military machine can tame it? 

Tt was after I was getting used to being 


ohrased it. The army,” he exclaimed, can 
~ast out demons.” “ I am sorry, sir, 1 replied. 
“ but I am only one. ft will need to cast me out 
however.” 

IJfe here resembles somewhat civilian life, fn 


that same end find difficulty in dissociating 
themselves from a rooted belief in parhanientan 
democracy. We can only say that it makes no 
difference to the effect of a bomb whether tt 
dropped with the hatred ot a Fascist Dictator 
or he love and kisses of a Democratic 1 rime 
- • • i i — London or 

China or 
case it is 

hat many have been overlooked. the workers who are killed. Ami an) torm t 

. . imvcrnment which condones that Killing must oe 
“You have refused all orders.” quened a government xx . 

)erbv recruit, in wondering amazement. <- 
ven holy ones, I replied. 

The Colonel cannot understand 
esus Christ, since 1 am an - 


Life here resemmes somewnai LiwHcin or the love anu , , 

‘he citv the more crimes you commit, the less y I5n j ster: whether it is dropped on korni 
iffenccV arc recorded against you. I have com- p >er p n) Guernica or Helsinki Centra u 

milted so many offences since I have been here, thc North West Frontier. ^ in 
. * i. ..^1 »• /1 .1 ii-im killed. And am * 


intolerable to the workers. ... 

The inference from these lads is obvious, 
must oppose the Conservative and van0Us .“ v ^ ed 
and me quoting capita Hst factions supporting war. We must 
Atheist. And 1 om , 0 se the Labour Tarty Cetrot.ucr.iv x..^ • 


..cue Christ since I am an ntncisi. ™». * oppose thc Labour ..■ • - . liberties , t 

»nnol understand the chaplain preaching Jesus j lllsy destro^ng de'nocracy^i ^ ;. ar 

hrist, since he is a militarist. home « -advi.ee ^ ^ a , )Sokltists in „ H . iaSl 

waT ’should have Shown that there xvorse thu. s 

* and the determination to rally >‘'1 

opposed to warmongering, and the 


One of the Captains visited me. I am no 
i Field Marshal,” he said, “only a Captain. J 
i avelled miles to join up. I wish you could be 
me of us. But 1 admire a man who stands by 
iL guns. Shake!” I shook. lhat was a 
oldicr’s greeting:, and I welcomed it- 


standing 
who art 


Views, Comments and 1‘robu-:m>. 

( )ne of the great problems confrontin'' k .O. > 
when thev appear before the 1 rihunaR i> hc*w 
they are to ileal with the trick quotion^ 
which are put forward in order to lead them 
into an untenable position. Judging b>/ me 
reports of the various Tribunals main »»t the 
C.O/s are falling only too easily into the traps 
laid for them, and putting up a very jK.or case 
as a result. The seriousness ot this lies not n 
the fact that the particular individual may suffer 
as a consequence, however regrettable lhat ma> 
be, hut in the deliberate publiciily which is given 
bv the press to such cases. 

l'or example at a recent Mock lnhunal hud 
i„ West London one young C.O. found himselt 
opposing the existence of Fire Brigades! In the 
obviously friendlv surroundings we were able '•> 
laugh and pull his leg. But really it was not a 

laughing, matter. . , . 

the fundamental error seems to he that n\<»i 
of those who are appearing he tore 1 rthuiials 
are hoping to obtain exemption and are basing 
their answers on that hope. This must not he 
construed into meaning that they arc not genuine, 
hut it does mean that they are bound to he more 
nervous in expounding their views than one "h» 
has no hopes of exemption and is consequently 
indifferent to the construction which the members 
of the Tribunal may care to put upon his case 
The answer to the problem seems to he tn 
the realisation that the Tribunals are not sitting 
to ..rant exemption to as many C.O. > as possible 
but to refuse exemption, to incorporate into the 
military machine as many as they can. kealisuig 
that one can go forward: slate onecase boldly 
•md dearly: and not afraid ot admitting what 
.cents to he a slight inconsistency. Mich mcon 
sistenev proceeds only from being trapped under 
I| )c system and is not fundamental or wrong in 
itself Compromise—or Starve! lhat is. m 
effect the choice which is thrust upon many ot 
those who have shown by word and deed then 
position to militarism and the nuluarx machine. 
\ choice lhat is all the more difficult to make 
when there are dependents to W- taken into con 
sideratio.t : one that may xxdl test thc deternuna 
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tion of the most anient. Indeed, one may well 
wonder if this more subtle, economic wea|ion i> 
not more elVecti\e i«i compelling supjnirl for the 
war than the Tribunals could ever he. 

With the passing of the months and the 
approach of " Prison Time,*’ thi> problem looms 
ever larger and more urgent. In many parts of 
the country it is being tackled by an endeavour 
to build up funds to assist the C.O.’s and their 
dependents. A great task, because our movement 
is essentially of the workers, and we. none of 
us. have overmuch to spare. However, the diffi¬ 
culties of collecting these funds need not be 
enlarged upon here. 

What is important is that, having overcome 
those difficulties, the administration of the funds 
should he organised in such manner as to ensure 
that they are not used to defeat our own objects; 
not used to weaken our residence to war or to 
eneou rage coni protnisc. 

One question which must arise is: shall the 
application of the funds he limited to members 
of certain organisations? Or shall their applica¬ 
tion to C .O.’s he non-sectarian? 

As far as the X.C.L. is concerned it would 
seem that this question can he answered in only 
one wax refusal to give support to members of 
am organisation which is likely to support an 
imperialist war. This is, unfortunately, not so 
simple a proposition as it sounds. It may easily 
involve a break, at some stage, with other organ¬ 
isations which, whilst quite definite in their 
opposition to war, are prepared to co-operate 
with those of dubious integrity. It will, certainly, 
lead to the accusation of splitting the “United 
Front ” against war. Rut our cause is surely too 
pressing, the need tor an absolutist stand tno 
necessary, for us to pursue any path which will, 
inevitable, lead us on to the treacherous quick 
sands of compromise. 

We must remember that in the development 
of the powerful anti-war movement, which is 
required at this crisis, the emphasis must he 

placed i.n the supremacy o! individual conscience 
over the herd-instinct of blind obedience, t )nlv 
thus can we arrest the toll that mass propa¬ 
ganda” is taking of humanity and end its 
menace to civilisation. Because of this those now 
affected bv conscription must square their action 
with their conscience, resist war, and build the 
movcrtient of war resisters, the men of conscience 
- the X.C.L. And also because of this it behoves 
those who are conducting the light outside the 
prison gates to see that no action ot theirs 
betrays the cause. 

Actuallv the chief danger lies in accepting too 
easily the' fact that it is almost impossible to be 
absolutely consistent. Having once accepted it 
the tendency is to smile benignly upon each small 
concession, and forget to review their sum. With 
the result that many schemes which start oil 
with quite genuine intent to encourage and assist 
war resisters, finish up by defeating their own 
object and being unworthy of either support or 
attention from any C..O. worthy of the name. 

In this respect many “Community” schemes 
are clearly suspect. One such scheme, for 
instance, proposes to form a farming community 
which is expected to be practically self-support¬ 
ing and. indeed, hopes to be able to supply some 
produce to a town community to be run in con¬ 
traction with it. In fact it is even hoped to run 
a canteen for the aged and unemployed ot the 
district A laudable venture—no doubt, but can 
it be classed as furthering resistance to war. 
Hardly entitled to claim support trom a t .u. 
fund For the number of C.O. s who are 
exempted conditional upon their taking up 
agricultural work leaves no doubt that it is uoik 
of “ national importance.’ 1 he tact that ■> 
undertaken voluntarily makes it no less so. 
Participation in such a scheme is. ‘he ‘-•ore. 
undoubtedly an evasion of the issue. And hm 
ever unreasonable it may be to expect all con¬ 
scientious objectors to take an absolutist stand, 
ii is surclv not unreasonable to expect them o 
face' tip to the issues at stake I he tact iw 
I ,L be willing to allow themselves to be 
1 S' , uStal surkirs. «... v«,- 

;Lr»i ■'“*" ,ty 

(C’oucluded loot at column 3; 


The CAREERIST DANGER 

Hy MATT KAVANAtill. 


work*" done*'hu'loors 1 witlL^YI 'elf tJSk'' K V!"! ..*5 :i . of class-conscious workers and 

lectures mil I I-o • g ' ' , "‘minis, anti-militarists, who are determined, hy the 

f n ’ r 1 ', |° f? r ‘ "i e havc had two method and weapon of Direct Action, to smash 

t our members up at Southwark : one obtained militarism and to root out the cause. The 
complete exemption; the other was given work X.C.L. ought not to be employed creating a new 
on the land. I think we can count this as two set of masters, evolving m.ue careerists, more 
victories against the body-snatchers. Ihe real Judas Iscariots. It should be pioneering a world 
struggle will come when the older groups arc and era of Freedom for All Mankind 
called up. consisting of men who havc a greater 


snfiering, we say : if your sport is parliamentary 
politics- and that is all this political window- 
dressing under X.L ,L. auspices amount' to join 
the I.L.P. or the Labour Party. 

1 he N.( .1.. is, or should he. above the sordid 
itmosphere of parliamentarism. The X.C.L 


•use of their responsibility, and are old enough 
to remember the last blood-bath. 

I nfortunately, in this town, the P.P.l/., the 
F.O.R., and other like bodies have been reluctant 
to co-operate with the X.C.L. This lack of 
co-ordination Is not the fault of the X.C.L. 
Because we advocate mass action (the general 
strike), as well as individual refusal to serve 
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Cdasgow Comrades can make their donations 


I his appeal is lor a special sum of 1, 

to cover losses on the paper prior to Xmas, 1939, 
and on the London Liw proceedings in cornice* 
war, we are denounced as a political body. Yet tion with the Hyde Park fight. Since then, each 
those who oppose us support the actions of the issue of the paper has entailed a heavy loss. \Ye 
politicians whom we opj>ose. The Southend set up machinery at great cost. And we are pro 
X.C.L. has held the view, consistently, that mere during pamphlets of large size. Your immediate 
opposition to this war is not enough. Such response is requested to make this work possible, 
action is mere sentimentalism. We must leach Address donations to editor’s private address: 
the workers the cause of war: capitalism and Guv Aldred, 5 llaliol Street, C.lasgow, L.3. 
government To slop this war by negotiation, 
or any other means, without coniintj to (trips 
with "war ami its cause, is only going to prove 
another armistice. This time, the armistice will 
he for a considerably shorter period than last 
time. If we do not eradicate the root cause of 
war, we are entering on an epoch of a series of 
wars. 

It is because of mental myopia, that such 
bodies as the P.P.L. will not sell THK WORD. 

The paper is too sane, too realistic, for these 
sentimentalists. Rather than use the lancet, and 

cut out the evil cancer of capitalism, they prefer . „ 

to apply the futile pla-hu’ .of State Federal buying pamphlets and \\onL at 4 

They cease to be the opponents of militarism and George Street. Open daily 9.30 a.m.o.30 p m. 

prove themselves the promoters of future wars. ___—-— 

l or Federal l’monism is only the old useless, onus upon the Government to do so. 

bankrupt League ot .Nations. The old long-firm . j h , ir doing so of their own accord, 

sw,tulle has opened business under a new name. ^ ^ forct f tl to so , constitutes a 

This mental perversion arises in our intellec- quite definite evasion of the issue and is reason- 
luals and pacifists because of their goody-goodi- ably entitled*! to throw doubt upon the whole 
ness. They have been bitten badly hy the bug basis of their opjxisition to war. 
of respectability. They sense, if they ally The only inference is that the ultimate guide 
themselves with a group of militant workers, in the administration of these funds must be the 
they will not be able to adorn their platform same as that which directs all activities against 

with a crowd of M.P.s, Reverend Sky Pilots, the war the discontinuing of compromise and 

and J.P.s. Why they should stop there, and the encouragement of a firm and definite stand 
pause so modestly. 1 do not know. The Public against militarism—absolutism. 

Hangman would be a bigger draw than any Recently, I attended the meeting <>i one of 
parson or M.P. Was not the Kaiser to be the branches, where discussion turned on the 

handed over to this public official after the last question of conscience in relation to the 

war? I seem to remember the slogan Hang social struggle. The chief point that seemed 
the Kaiser! 99 • to arise—as far as 1 could tell, l>etween 

Some of this criticism applies as much to sec- co^lm the 

rVpu'TuTlKoTTl*^NC I seems o r- -was on the question of Militant Pacifism ” 
U, be becomi'ng 5 hV,w hunllng ^nd"far The T.T..P,comrades maintained that they cou d 
would-be M.P.s. dear good comrades who are out conceive ot circumstances in xihuh thc> 
to save the soul of the Labour Party! Men be prepared to (a) dc { C ( 1 
who went to prison during the last war, and who against a countcr-rc\o u 1 1 • ‘ 1 1 ’ 

have spent a life-time in the service of the and (b> would „ necessary be preparedl to 
movement, who have sought neither place nor execute such people as they considered were 
power, whose police has been to give and not likely to mete or conspire towards a counter 
to lake, are over-looked or side-stepped. They revolution. The arguments against seemed to 
are told they are not platform attractions, he that essentially Socialism was based on wlut 
Political careerists, seeking the golden letters, might he called (without anv religious.meaning ‘ 
.M.P. after their names, yearning for £600 per the “sanctity of human life, and that conse- 
annum secured income, are given the limelight, qucntlv we had no right to urge such a procedure 
The funds of the movement arc dissipated as (h) : and also that it was a dangerous pro- 
callously to make careers for these useless self- posal to advocate m so tar as one was pa\mg 
seekers* Unless the workers in the N.C.L. guard the way for Fascist acts of violence which the\ 
attain si this tendency, they will discover that could justify on the same grounds, 
their organisation has been turned into a mere The C.O. Tribunals arc reported very scantily 
political machine. This tendency is manifest and very poorly. If those in other parts of the 

1 * . i_il.n T aiwLii rtru* onrii I rinnnnl 


already. 


country arc like the London one. each Tribunal 
, , . j—!. i—« Tlie result is 


’ . . . . c 4l i t r ,c no standard in its decisions. The result is 

I write in no narrow spirit. I he . outheiK ^ , gamble, which has no relation either to 

Group ot the N.C.L. does not wish to «» 11 reason or to conscience. From the reports, some 

opinions on other groups «>r branches. In a ^ mnou . ( , fron , tbc CO nchie register in 

spirit of tolcrame, recognising I c g • j <f . m to j, av e more claim to be registered 

t;, ,.s to unite for mutual aid but de,lying the * tMse left on the register Another 

,'bi't SJSZ »i,h imprisonment and ***** of » rotten svflem. 
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ADAPTABLE 

“COMMUNISTS” 


William Gallacher stood as CM*, candidate at 
Dundee in 1922. fie issued an election address 
full of hot air. It opened thus :— 

“Comrades and Fellow Worker* On November 

l^th you will hi* railed 11 1m» ri to uiukr a decision 
that will have far-reaching consequences for you 
and to the future of our clas*." 

• Had Gallachcr been elected at that time, his 
speeches at Westminster would not have 
lightened the load of the jute workers in Dundee 
for a moment. 'Hie hooters would have Mown 
and they would have hent their hacks to the yoke 
as before, Gallacher's election for West Fife has 
not benefited the miners in his constituency one 
little hit. 

Gallacher's election address proceeded to 
describe Parliament as a sham. He added 
hastily :— 

It is your will (hut 1 shall carry on the 
Htniggles in Parliament, I will give my whole 
strength to the task.” 

Only James Russell Lowell’s classic vernacular 
poem on “ I’m just a candidate in short,” could 
do justice to Gallacher as a nice adaptable man. 

He made a mild reference to Russia, to prove 
that the revolution was not so hot after all:— 

“ Recognition ot Soviet Russia means an oppor¬ 
tunity for the workers there and work for the 
unemployed here.** 

He promised to support movements towards 
national independence in Ireland, India, and 
Egypt, and added : 

” In ijcneral, l will support the Labour Party** 
Which makes nonsense, since the labour 
Party does not stand for such national independ¬ 
ence. 


In his concluding sentences, Mr. Gallachcr says 
he has “ neither respect nor loyalty for the 
Monarchy and the ( onstifutirm.” H** fell over 
himself three times to demonstrate his loyalty 
when Edward VHf. abdicated, in his haste to 
prove his capacity to swear allegiance to the 
Monarchy. 

In The Commune we referred to Gallacher’s 
articles in the Workers' Dreadnought and the 
Worker. In February, 1920, in the former paper, 
he w rote scathingly of Parliamentary action and 
those seeking Parliamentary honours. Writing 
in the name of the Scottish Workers’ Committee, 
he said :— 

“Thin Committee is definitely ant i-Parliamen- 
tarian. . . . We represent the revolutionary move¬ 
ment in Sent land. . . . For a considerable time we 
have been -parting with the official Parl.amen- 
tarians. . . . Rut this *tiu.- of alTair* cannot continue 
long. We are winning all along the line, 'the rank 
and file ot the I.L.P. in Scotland is becoming more 
and more disgusted with the idea of Parliament, 
and the Soviets or Workers' C’ouneil.s are being sup¬ 
ported by almost every branch. This is very serious, 
of course, for the gentlemen who look to politics 
for a profession, and they are lining any arid every 
means to persuade the'r members to come hack into 
the Parliamentary fold. Revolutionary comrades 
must not give any aipport to this gang. Our fight 
here is going to he a most difficult one. One o! 
the* worst features ot it will b<* the treachery of 
those whose |»er*onal ambition is a more compelling 
force than their regard lor the revolution. . . . I he 

n * _ * i i i (i ! 1 .it. •• 11' 1 • *.. t 11. < 111 f li<« (lilt* 


official LL P. is bitterly hostile to the Third Inter¬ 
national, the rank and file is tor it. Any support to 
1 he Parliamentary opportunists is simply playing 
into the hands of the former. 

The New Leader, in its issue for September 
23, 1938, published the following account of the 
C. P. Congress : 

“The ComrnunLf Parly of (2real Britain held it- 
annual conference at Rirmingbam last week-end. 

“I (mil not utti-wlc'l a CM*. Omicn-HK ! "." 1 

loolosj forward to it with inOr.-nt. I ha h> 

Willi.- (Jalla.-hf-r Him disa|,|«.inlUIK- • 11<- a|.|.< al.-.l 

to ‘all who love (><•»<•<• anil proKrcas to noc.-pt 
(IP. poli.-v. Mi* appealed ‘in particular to lh'* 
people of the Catholic Church who throucclioiil hi-- 
tory have shown Hl.eh devotion to the eatl.e of 
progress V* 

The writer later on describes the Congress : 

“The hi*. -on.I -cmi.iii wa what one ntWlh call the 

opening of the »erion» ' l*ollittie» of the < onKr.-- 
||-.ri\ Pollilt read Id printed report it tool; hint 
exar-tlv two lioiirn. A«ain one had the nn|>r. non 
of tho product of the niaelnne. 


• nun mil. 


linn (ill 


I he one voire raised j„ op,„ . 

|>othi-tirallv ... h Ti'" 

Intel.,al,onal Brigade. If „ fl> . . 

up Hill, a |»»int in oppoaition, or not quite in )j ril . 
uuh sumeihing, I am damned sure he couldn't do 
u ■ l uniunghum exclaimed. 

'I he writer concluded his account : 

• Am th.* Congress priHcedcd I found the uniform- 
- ol n,< * M l H »keni absolutely terrifying. Their tom* 
manner, phrases, even tin adjective before ,*v» rv 
noun, acre repeated time and time again. Nothing 
new was -aid aft**r Pol lift pronouncement p\ir|,i 

!(»r the two *1 perches to which I have referred ;,„ ( | 
a few reports Ironi districts of actual work don. 

I he / d* is evidentlv as i title 1 1 an nutomalou 
as any Nu/.l party The delegates acted »s one man. 
SS,,, 15 die ' International,’ dapped, shout e.l 
Hurrah, stood up in respectful show of admira¬ 
tion. waiting lor signals to cheer or sing, jusi us 
you would expect a trained corps ol Nazis to do. 


“There .an ho no hope that a party of thi- kind 
i an bring human liberty.” 

William (iallacher is the parliamentary leader 
ol this out lit, now defending under Moscow 
orders the Soviet alliance with the German Gov¬ 
ernment after shouting for war with Germany, 
and upholding the bombing of Finnish towns : 
an untorgiveable outrage when committed by 
Fascist <>r ordinary capitalist armies, and an 
indescribable horror and blasphemy when ” jusli 
lied ”,bv alleged Socialists. Hut has not (iallacher 
for hireling pay, justified, the execution of his 
old masters Zinoviev, Karncvicv, etc., on bogus 
charges ? 

The adaptable (iallacher has been *’ hoorned ” 
in Scotland as the real leader of the (Jppo.sition 
t > Chamberlain. If he leads the Opposition, it 
must he in answer to Chamberlain's ( nitarian 
prayers. For no Premier was ever Messed with 
such an incapable and such an adaptable 
opponent. The only thing Chamberlain has to 
fear is a new change of front. Willie might 
decide to support the Government as servilely 
lie obeys Moscow. 


With (iallacher has been boosted "the Youth 
leader,” John (iollan. Here is a paragraph from 
the Xi’7i’ Leader, issue quoted already in this 
essay, on Gallacher’s associate:— 

*'doiui (Julian, leader of the Young C' mimuiiiM 
League, spoke at the National Congress of the C.P. 
on lh.* attitude of the Communst Partv to 
religion.’ lie did not point out how the Church 
backs* tin* vested interests, how the Bishop* aeie l r*s 
recruiting ..sergeants in the last war and will do 
in the next: how religion is a ‘dope’ of the people 
(the or g rial Communist view), lie eon'ented him¬ 
self with * rdietirig the slander that Communists 
are anti-religious '! “ 

Which proves how adaptable and how servile 
the ” Communists ” really are. Without priu- 
ciole or vision, they must perish. No wonder 
they hate conscientious objectors! 


A SCOURGE OF SMALL CORDS 


he Scourge of Christ " w:,. translated from 
*'et-nch of I’aul Richard, ami |>ulili*h<<l in 
I'.ngli'ih, a limit seven or eight years ago. The 
iMiok was recoinniemlcd l.y Raliindranath I agore. 
I he Indian poet and philosopher found this'xxik 
lull ot suggestions and surprises.” The idea 
oi the fxa.k is taken from the passage: "and he 
marie a scounje of small cords.’* 






. ... mm* ,n.lurtiiy a comtiuniarv 

on the life and teachings of Jcmis. 

Deserilmig the 7(1 missionaries that are reimted 
Io have been sent out on the first (.ospel Mission 
Richard says: 

I o-day should the Seventy -turt on ih-ir 
|H)Tiey ,,,; th<> WM,,W r,rst ,J,kl nux ; ‘ r ' iunurwru * 

I ‘robably, it would have been the Wesleyan 
and (icncral Assurance Company ! 

Richard attacks hvpuiri.xv Liiicrlv in the 
i olio wing passages: 

Iw. lvc apostle .*oid that even i, Kf h ob 

an expectation! 

• Peter followed alar olf and the Church lolJnw * 
I eter. 


“When the cock crew, peter wept; h t|,- 
4 cHsorn choke the cock. 

“ l’ or greater security. C Tiri^i i;in - have put oil th.* 
Heeond coming of Chri-t until the end ol the w , r |d 

I he g<»od Christian yearns lor Heaven 
without impatience! " 


F'aul Richard treats us to some definitions that 
improve with lapse of time : 

Life the time allotted to m»n lor dealing d/ath 
to one another. 


Civilisation the privilege of a few people 
estimated by the numln*r of their firearms. 

Barbarism not to have your f'ir« 4 <rm* iif» to date 

Moralist one who ha' a high scnsr ot other 
people’s duties. 

Dogma the living l.iith ot the dead he. ome th.- 
dead tuitL ot the living. 

Christian .» [hi-.i,ii who helievt tle.it (’ 1. r i - ..A- 

Lke tiim. 


Patriot a man who fe<*L pii.le when hi-, moth r- 

rountry slaughtern or steals. 

Colour Prejudice a -pc . 

sdlv malignant amongst white )»cople 

With Christian nations preparing for and 
against bomb attacks, with the skies declaring 
the glorv of hell, it is well to know how to handle 
Richard’s scourge of small cords. Hypocrisy L 
not merely individual hut national. In time of 
war, national established hvj>ocrisy is privileged 
in every country, to the suffering of humanity 
and the devastation of the world. 

Richard’s comments prove what a living honk 
tin* Xew Testament is. 


He quotes : ” Woe unto the rich.'* He adds : 
“ A 'ot Lenin, but Christ said this" 


Lest Parliamentarians Forget 

Speaking at the l.L.H. Conference, on Faster 
Monday, 1919, Philip Snowden who became a 
member of the First and Second Labour Govern¬ 
ments, and followed Ramsay MacDonald into the 
Nation'll Government, said: 

“ In industrial mutters the Parliamentary Labour 
Party was doing wall, hut it was d * appoint ing in 
regard to such fundamental questions as civil liberty 
and economic and international policy It had 
remained silent while conscientious objectors bad 
been tortured in prison, while the Lovcrnrir nt h i I 
used its powers unconstitutionally t<» subsidon 
private commercial enterprise by a veiled form of 
Protection, while tin* military forces bad been used 
to suppress tin* just aspirations of the subject 
peoples of Fgypt ami India, while statesmen had 
been conspiring in Paris to deprive the people ot 
the promised just and lasting peace, while the 
infamous blockade had been starving millions to 
death, and while the British armies bad been 
employed to suppress the new Furopean republics. 

Wc anticipated this general treachery when we 
left the parliamentarians and the S.D.F. in 
1906. Snowden earned a title developing the 
treachery. We recall the passage to-day because 
of the Labour Party attitude towards the con¬ 
scientious objectors and war. I he folly of Labour 
parliamentarism must he apparent to all but those 
who, either from fear or from interest, are 
blind. 


Richard quotes again : 

“ (Jo to now, ve rich, weep and bowl for v-»ur 
miseries that are coming ii|m»ii you, Inr vour rich •*» 

are corrupted.Ye have lived de 1 e:r**lv <ui the 

earth and taken vour pleasure.The h r.* ol vmir 

labourer*.which is of von kept back b\ ir:tud. 

crieth out, and the cry of them tint naieil hath 
eVered into the tars of the bird of Ho**> 

He comments on this passage: ” A ot Trotsky, 
but James the brother of Jesus, urate this 
In a powerful passage, replete with wisdom 
and understanding. Richard says:- 

“ When the rich assemble to concern ih. m ' he* 
with the business of the |H»or it L called eharitv 
Win n the poor assemble to concern them*, he* v* i L 
III- business of the rich it is called anarch> 

Richard attacks sectarianism with a cord that 
hinds rather than lashes : - 

“ What mutter cults or sect*: the spirit |H*ur* »’ 
wine in all the cups that men hold out 

There is hope and comfort in this thought tor 
those who frequent doctor and saint, and hear 
much argument, and depart by the same door as 
fn they went! Comfort, also, for those who see 
war succeeding war. clouded skies, the black-out 
of Immunity, and no promise of dawn. Rebukes 
Richard: 

" Impatient man! Rocs the tree complain h«« »u*e 
it bears Iruif only in the autumn*'" 

(( '(included page ti", Col 2 ) 
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OUR LETTER BOX 


Dear Comrade, l have received the Xmas issue 
of riLh \\ ORD. May J, as u juvscnt-ilay l',() , 
congratulate you on \our courage in htumling 
solidly tor true democracy and Socialism against tlu* 
black reaction of militarism and capitalism. Your 
excellent magazine is awaited l>y me eagerly each 
month. 

1 am a member of the l.L.P. and P P.l\,which seem 
to have been consistently anti-militarist. Hut 1 must 
Confess that 1 am much attracted to Anarchism, as 
this seems to be the only consistent doctrine-of real 
freedom 

With Best Wishes, 

ALBERT McCarthy. 

Shirley, Southampton, December 22, 1939. 


Dear Sir. 1 would Iwko to thank you very much 
for sending me THE WORD. It is inspiring, and was 
a tillip in a dull moment. 

1 have been Indore the Fulham Tribunal and ohjeeted 
on Religious Orounds, hut was g.wn R.A.M.C., 
against which I huve appealed. I now await the 
summons to appear before the Appellate Tribunal. 

It was a grand experience and 1 lelt that 1 was 
walking in the footsteps of Our Leader, Jesus; ami 
those of Paul and all the others who have stood for 
Truth and Freedom in the past. 

Thunk you for THE WORD. 1 would like my 
friends to have it, and send you the mimes of some 
who would like to hear the news as you give it. 

1 wish you well in your future efforts. May success 
come to us soon, although it is a slow and sure 
way we head. We must not expect too much. 

Yours sincerely, 

WILFRID I. DALLY. 

Hford. Essex, .10/1 / 10. 


Dear Eriend, 1 have already expressed an apprecia¬ 
tion of your paper. , 

Douglas Jackson, a member of this pacifist com- 
muniiv initiated bv Max Plowman, was given uncon¬ 
ditional exemption at Cambridge on Tuesday, January 
23. 

The important point is that he anpeared to receive 
exemption oil purely pacifist and fully pacifist grounds.. 
1 mean not as a Christian, or a politician, or a ration¬ 
alist. but because he renounced war and sought to 
live a pacific life and to build up a peace-making 
— TL»- LrihunaLw asj'air and courteous. A no* her 
aniiPca Mt fr om lp.ro was granted ii»moiidiliimur exemp¬ 
tion before Christinas. Incident allv the local pap*r 
reported that both were “conditionally registered as 
C.O.s ”- a meaningless phrase. 

Another interesting case was that of a man who 
was .'plainly incapable of writing out a statement of 
his conscientious objection. He laid no verbal lan¬ 
guage or means of communicaUon. He was advised 
to snv so franklv, and added that he would probablv 
he unable to answer manv of the 'tribunal's questions; 
that nevertheless he could not participate in -war. The 
tribunal granted lum unconditional exemption. As 
the Cha ; rinen soul to Mr. Barrett, it placed 1h«»ni in 
an awkward predicament; thev lmd in truth little or 
nothing to work on. to (mention him on. The decision 
scorns one of exemplary fairness. 

Tours sincerely, 

LEONARD BEAD. 

Colchester, January 28. 


Dear Comrade Guv, If the workers capitulated 
fore the war mach'n^rv was started, how are thev 
er to control economic conditions, or stop tlu* war 

No: it will he left to the individual: to those 
dividnals who hav«* learnt that as Ibsen savs : “ The 
roneost man in the world is the man who stands 
ane.” Not alone, after enthusiasm tor urong 

ryils has evaporated. The Labour Partv’s acceptance 
the last weanon of Tmpcrialisni, will san that 
tlmsiaM” J, “* T-ahour Party, along with the 

xjc’svr. will he discredited. 

T am re*»d ; n« r the literature vmi <ent wi*h gainful 
...sure Yes. indeed. I have been thro«mli the lo^ « 
decentiv weallhv palace; alabaster baths. nnKinn 
, ues from Greece. It takes one hour to view t 
. ,v,n in a -ma-fnial »a>' Ah ol «'•"••• ' 

AM this we get out Of the fahle of rhr,st . 

But for the creeds, and supernatural * rimmiiu /*. 
tb which he is dressed up. Christ would be nnj- 
ircscM.tcd to-day. as Wat Tvlor and other Christs hay 
t , Ir qv> our wav of thinking, he is not onl\ »> |s ' 
nresonted but ignored. 

T|wa- will h.* a press gang always, so long n 

nHob'sm exists . „ p,. 

A r> ;irlMlt)uit can have pch end npor n»*'lcr 

const Rut ; on in a land overflowing with mi c 
d honev, is Parliament the People’s enemy. 

Yours f fat cm nil v. 

CLARA COLE. 

Kirby, Essex. Feb. 4, 1910 


. / Vmi nidi* Guv. Manv thanks lm* conics o[ 
IlV 1 WOW) Your CHHIIV, “Word To 'flu* World. 

is indeed fine: comparable to your old prison-written 


i "= ■ wi, v ....... 

\voiYi>'Vih**’»ko’*in»t? m,r ““•''“-""“•“i JXm'thk 

1‘ raternal greetings in tbe Cause, 

, . v . SIDNEY KAYE. 

Lomhm, N.W .1(1. February G. 


Dear Guy, 1 note your remarks about p^Sd 
objecttons, | ran confirm your eoiiehmion* after 

Tribunal 8 " xiT™ ll 7, lri " K “ l ll “* 'Vent London 
11 ihunal. M\ view is that the Bench deliberately 
attempts to contuse, belittle and intimidate the C () « 
Aiderinaii Marshall, especially, makes no attempt to 
conceal his animosity to the applicants. Young lads— 
who, obviously are sincere in their conscientious objec- 
tnms are made to feel like criminals. It does no 
eredit to those “ learned and able debaters ” on the 
lnhumil. 1 hey aim to trick the lads h\ most 
irrelevant arguments. 

One applicant, Mr. J. Bull, remarked that his 
nature uns one of kindness. Alderman Marshall 
remarked “ kindness is not a moral objection.” Ho 
f:| !! ( *d the lad a humbug. Deep-rooted kindness may 
define and oxpress moral objection. 

Every attempt is made to ridicule sincere, Christian 
principles. Honesty ot belief in moral principles is 
ridiculed by the learned Court as an evil infatuation 
to he abandoned in time of war. 

The practical silence of A. R. Swales except for 
constant reiteration: “Will you accept work of 
national importance ! ' ’ — shows what careerism 
involves. 

In the ease of A. L. Cohen, who look the Socialist 
stand, the Tribunal was not eager to participate in 
discussion. Cohen is appealing. No doubt you will 
mention this ease in Til E WORD. 

Cohen stated his objections in written form. Ho 
maintained that, as a Socialist, he was opposed to 
war. He stood for tlu* Brotherhood of Man and would 
not kill his fellow-worker in the interests of capitalism. 

Alderman Marshall sneered. Swales asked him to 
take civil work under civil authority. Cohen replied 
that he would not assisCthe war, directly or indirectly. 
Mr. Coker, Irorn the Shop Assistants’ Fnion Legal 
Department, spoke of Cohen’s sincere work in 'Prado 
Union affairs. I spoke from long knowledge of Cohen’s 
sincerity. Swales was impressed and said to Judge 
Hargreaves: “ There is no doubt of the sincere con¬ 
viction of Mr. Cohen.” But the Bench refused 
exemption. 

1 have found your “Letters to the Editor” deeply 
interesting. Let me pay tribute, once again, to your 
untiring devotion to the class struggle and to the 
cause of Freedom, i only wish that your pen and 
voice too long-mid too L.nuoritly .dlonr-eil • muv (Oti- 
t ; ntie long to hatter at the fortress of capitalism. 
You have held high the torch of Freedom- keep it 
burning. 

Yours for Socialism, 

ALEC KAYE. 

Mile End, February 6, 1910. 


Dear Comrade.—Tu response to appeal published in 
last month’s issue, T eilelose £1, being a small con¬ 
tribution in appreciation. Mav I congratulate you 
on such an excellent paper. Tt has been a pleasure 
to road THE WORD. 

COMRADE MARSHALL. 

Kirkintilloch, February 6, 1910. 


Dear Guv Aldred, T am very glad to know that 
you are still going strong and to have the journals 
you are publishing. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. CREECH JONES. 

Transport House. London, S.W.l. 

12th February, 1940. 


Dear Comrade Aldred, I went to Romford yester¬ 
day to see my old friend, G. F. Dutch. Ho says 
THE WORD is good and remembers you at Wands¬ 
worth. Dutch is making enquiry into the case of 
George Plume and f hope to report that something 
useful has been done tor this comrade in the neur 
future. 

Wishing you all the best, 

G. JONES. 

Willesden, N.W.10. 

(Another letter, page o9). 


Concluded from Col. 1, page 66.) 

Finally, he Would have us witness against war. 
We must not serve Caesar or wear his honours : 

"L#t thy crosses make of thee—a Christ. 

Witness during the night even though the 
dawn reveals your corpse hanging on the gallows- 
tree! Witness during the night, that the morn¬ 
ing might reveal your witnesses, and consecrate 
vour purpose. Witness—that war and want 
might end and brotherhood he realised. \\ itness 
—that Freedom may come with the Sun. 


The NO CONSCRIPTION LEAGUE 

Glasgow and West of Scotland Council 
Headquarters— 

S.S.P. Rooms, 70 Robertson Street, 
Glasgow, C.2. 

Chairman—GUY A. ALDUKD. 

Ilun Secretary- HURT VALLANCR 
lion. Treasurer—W. McCLURE, 
1720 Great Western Ud.. Glasgow \V.:l 


Mil I at0d °. r8anisati( >ns opposed to War and to 
Miliary and Industrial Conscription. 

to ioin h Uft £ PP ?* U lo aH couwientiou* objectors 
ranks 1, l ,r mutui11 » i(1 and support, and 
the furtherance of the end of violence. 

Treasurer *“ UrK ° ul,y r ^9»ired. Send donations to the 


G r A n G 2nKin ND *. WE , ST 0F SCOTLAND COUNCIL 
‘■UND Already acknowledged, C3G :u in.i 
J< urtlier contributions will be acknowledged in uur 
next, issue. Communication* regarding the fund 
r* addressed to the Fund Secretary DAN 
MCARTHUR, 8 Housohillwood Crescent, Househlll- 
wood, Glasgow. 

AGGREGATE MEETING. Christian Institute, Both- 
well St., ^ Glasgow, 7 p.m., Wednesday, March 
and 20. Plii.s meeting is held every fortnight. All 
VC L. members should attend. 

ADVISORY BUREAU: 104 George St., C.l. Every 
Afternoon, 3 5 p.m. 

GLASGOW N.C.L. CENTRAL GROUP Every second 
Wednesday (alternate to Aggregate Members’ 
Meeting) and every Thursday. Bakunin Hall, 29 
Castle Street, C.i, 7.13 p.m. Secretary, John 
bailor, Gleneorsc Street, Carntvne. 

YOKER AND KNIGHTSWOOD N.C.L. -Every Sun¬ 
day, 3 p.m. Band Hall, Knights wood Road. All 
comrades in this area are invited. Secretary'* 
Thomas F. McLuckie, 38 Cowdenhill Road, Knights- 
wood. 

GOVANHILL N.C.L. Every Monday and Friday, 
l.L.P. Rooms. Batson Street. Secretary, Henderson 
Petr:e, e o Ovens, 239 Victoria Road, Glasgow. 

BRIDGETON N.C.L. Every Friday, l.L.P. Rooms, 
• >4S London Road. Secretary, Frank Gaffney, 333 
Nuneaton Street, Glasgow, S.E. 

GOV AN N.C.L. Every Thursday, l.L.P. Rooms, G34 
Govan Rojid. All comrades in the South W’est Area 
invited. Secretary: A. Porter, 1G4 Carsaig Drive, 
(Jraigtou. Glasgow, S.W.2. 

S.C.W.S. EMPLOYEES’ BRANCH -Every Tlmrsdar, 
S.C.W '.S. W’elfare Rooms, Morrison Street, Glas¬ 
gow, C.o.. 7.30 p.m. Secretary', Malcolm Walter, 
16 Ruel Street, Glasgow, S.4. All employees in¬ 
vited. Subscription, 1 - per annum. 

PARTICK N.C.L. -Ever.v Monday, 7 p.m.. Young 
Painters’ Hall, Chancellor St., Partick, Glasgow, 
WM. Secretary, Campbell Wilkie, 12 Baldrick 
Road, W\3. 

G0RBALS AND H UTCH ES0NT0 WN N.C.L— Every 


Friday, -l.L.P. Rooms, 207 Rutherglen Road, at 7.30 
p.m. Secretary. J. Vincent, 768 Rutherglen Road, 
C.5. 

SPRINGBURN N.C.L. -Every Friday, Reid Hall 
(lower), Queenshill Street, 7.30 p.m. prompt. 
Secretary, W’ilfred Holmes, 22 Hillkirk Street, N. 
MARYHILL N.C.L. Every Thursday, Labour Hut. 
Kelvinside Avenue, 7.30 p.m. Secretary, Vincent 
Kelly, ol Kirkland Street, N.W’. 

P0LL0K8HAWS. Meets alternate Thursdays, 7.30 
•p.m.. Labour Hall Shawholm Street, Pollokshaws. 
Secretary, Murdo McLean, 714 Bodystone Road, 
Thornliebank. 

SHETTLESTON. Meets every Sunday, 3 p.m.. l.L.P. 
Hall, Darleith Street (off Old Shettleston Road). 
Secretary', Miss Betty W’illiamson, 232 Amulreo 
Street. E.2. 

BARRHEAD. -Meets every Thursday. 7.30 p.m , 
l.L.P. Rooms, Coogan Street, Barrhead. Secretary, 
Robert McCubbin, o2 Bellfield (Yescent, Barrhead. 
PAISLEY. Meets every Sunday, 7 p.m.. Abstainers* 
Hall, 10 Forbes Place (near Square), Paisley. 
Secretary, Miss M. Barr, c !o (Treas.) Steen. 20 
Underwood Lane, Paisley. 


OUTWITH GLASGOW. 

SOUTHEND W.R.L. (or N.C.L.) Every Thursday, 
l.L.P. Hall, 6 Broadwav Market, 7.30 p.m. 

HAMMERSMITH N.C.L. -Secy: Annesloy Aldred. 85 
Addison Gardens, London, W.14. 

Hammersmith Group meets every Monday at 
Secretary’s address until headquarters are obtained. 
THE W’ORD can be obtained in London from this 
address. 

A. Aldred is addressing N.C.L. meetings through¬ 
out London. Phone: Shepherd’s Bush >102. 

HAMPSTEAD N.C.L. Hon. Secretary, Mrs M 
WVstrope, 3 Warwick Mansions. Pond St., Hamp¬ 
stead, Txmdon, N.WY3. 

All other N.C.L. Groups or Branches are invited 
to send announcement*. 

SOUTHAMPTON N.C.L. Albert McCarthy. Secy , 
14 Colehrook Avenue, Shirley, Southampton. 

ABERDEEN N.C.L. Every Friday, 7.30 p in., l.L.P. 
Hull, 120 George Street. 

ABERDEEN l.L.P. Branch Rooms, 126 George St. 
Branch meets every Monday, 8 p.m. All unattached 
Socialists should join. Comrades in outlying districts 
should (x>nt act and send subscriptions. Sunday 
meetings, 8 p in., Belmont Cinema Questions and 
discussion at All meetings. Anti-war films shown 
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THE WORD 


PRISON: WHAT IT MEANS 
AND REQUIRES 

An Essay for Conscientious Objectors 


II. Thomas Dowd. 

In life, Dowd seemingly was a very ordinary 
person, a man of criminal impulse, unworthy 
thought. He was a thief, with no claim to good¬ 
ness. He worked alone, and shrunk from the 
society of his fellows. He possessed no gift of 
speech of writing He enunciated no philosophy. 
His language was the argotof the underworld. 
Whatever wisdom inspired his struggle, it 
remained his secret. Xo public opinion upheld 
his attitude and he sought no admiration from 
any man. Not even a cause enthused him. Yet 
he stood alone against almost unbearable torture 
within the solitude of the prison and won two 
wonderful victories towards a very poor and 
very ordinary freedom. He proved one thing 
that he was indomitable This courage deserves 
to be remembered for all time. I 4 'very conscien¬ 
tious objector, who, being inspired bv a cause, 
yet faces his captor sometimes with doubt and 
often with fear and trembling, must learn, as 
must every champion of liberty, how to be 
indomitable. Thomas Dowd taught that lesson. 
He led a useless life that preached the greater 
a., most useful of all sermons for all time. 
Through courage, his life, of shabby detail and 
sordid error, has been transformed into a won¬ 
derful saga of untiring patience and heroism, so 
unostentatious as to seem commonplace in its 
grandeur. In death, poor, unknown, criminal 
Thomas Dowd .mounts the pulpit of good taith. 
and bids all those who have the cause <»t 
humanity at heart, to battle without tear. U» 
declaim this message faithfully may have been 
his destiny. 

Thomas Dowd died one dull autumn day. in 
1911, in the town of Lanford, North Carolina. 
He was shot to death whilst resisting arrest. 
There is nothing glorious in such a death. Nor 
is there in the details that police records of the 
United States supply for his biography. He is 
described as an expert cracksman, master of trick 
escapes from jail. Altogether an undesirable 
character. It has l»een said that there are 
sermons in stones. No one has avowed that 
there may be inspiration unto patience, courage, 
and virtue in a criminal. The real story of 
Thomas Dowd is replete with inspiration. 
The burglar and thief came from the environ¬ 
ment and mis-education of the man. 1 his aspect 
of the man was the product of the social system 
into which he was born. His courage and 
patience belonged to him as an individual: 
in fact, the man himself. 

The story begins some years before August, 
1<)11. Thomas Dowd and his brother, Vince, 
were engaged in a housebreaking expedition at 
Asa Rradlev's store, in Birmingham, Alabama. 
The two brothers stole furtively up t<> the back 
window of the store, started to pry it open with 
a jemmy. Thev found that the window had been 
unlocked. They climbed in gently, discovered an 
old-fashioned cash drawer, emptied its contents, 
and found themselves the possessors ot 2/ dollars 

in bills, and $3.65 in coin. After making certain 
that there was neither safe nor stronRbox. the 
brothers gathered up the implements of Uu-ir 
craft, and turned back t«. the shaded rear win¬ 
dows by which they had entered. 

Unfortunately, the brothers' movements had 
been noticed by Officer Joe Chapman, who turned 
back to Officer Smiley, on the next beat, fo 
reinforcement. The I towel brothers made J«r 
exit almost openly. They had secured so htth 
that thev felt that no crime had been committed. 
Chapman and Smiley ran to mtetcept then, 
Vince was ahead .if h.s brother, caught the Hash 
of the policeman's shield, ducked aside. ‘ ry' n U 
out : " Look out, Toni." 


Vince and Tom found shelter of a sort. 
C hapman and Smiley closed in with great 
caution. Each had drawn his revolver. 

"Step out, you two/ Smiley ordered, “and 
come out with your mitts in the air!” 

Vince answered impulsively with a shot. Both 
policemen fired. Vince tired again. Then Tom 
took a hand in the tight. Vince’s third shot 
struck Chapman full in the face and killed him 
instantly. 1 he Dowds made a dash for liberty 
as Smiley bent over Chapman. Seeing that his 
comrade was dead. Smiley gave immediate chase 
to the pair of armed and now desperate criminals. 
He fired as he ran, with greater accuracy, con¬ 
sidering the uncertain street lighting. ( )ne bullet 
grazed lorn Dowd’s head. Another struck 
Vince’s elbow. A third bullet struck Tom in 
the thigh. He staggered, pitched forward, anil 
loll with one leg doubled beneath him. A few 
ieet distant was an open cellar entrance. Vince 
turned hack to help his brother, “(io on, kid 

beat it.” Tom ordered. With amazing quick¬ 
ness and fortitude, he dragged his injured leg to 
the cellar entrance, and literally dived down it. 

Keep going, kid you can outrun any of ’em.” 
Tom’s voice urged. “ I’m set!” 

So far as Vince could see, his brother had 
secured a miraculous hide-out. He was accus¬ 
tomed to his brother’s fast thinking. He ran 
and ran so as to draw the chase right away from 
Tom’s impromptu cover. He leapt clear of the 
show, and crossed the street deliberately beneath 
an arc light, and so exposed house!i to SmjJeyA 
accurate fire. '1 he policeman’s gun got him in 
the cheek. He ran on recklessly and might have 
escaped but for hi.-* very tleetness of fool. He 
ran into another blue-coat and gleaming shield. 
The officer fired and missed. Vince fired and 
missed. It was his last shot. Smiley charged 
round the corner and fired—and did not miss. 
He did not die hut lingered in the hospital, 
recovered, was put on trial, and hanged. 

Tom Dowd lost hold of his gun when he fell. 
But he had the jemmy and other tools in his 
pockets. His clothes were sticky with blood. 
Crouching there, unarmed and spent, he heard 
the relentless, pounding steps that passed bv in 
pursuit of his brother. Shots were heard from 
a distance. There was much excited discussion 
between people who passed near his haven. 
Odds and ends of phrases finally pieced them¬ 
selves together in his mind. Ii caught, he and 
his brother would hang for a crime that netted 
them only $30.65. 

Hoping that his brother would escape. Tom 
Dowd made a heroic effort to ensure hi> own 
safety. His wounded leg was numb. His bodv 
was scratched and bruised He bad a small 
electric lamp. From time to time, when the 
footfalls sounded some distance a wav. he held 
his coat as a kind of canopy and Hashed the 
torch to examine his wound. At last, he opened 
the cellar door with his jemmy, and dragged 
himself inside. It was mouhiv smelling hut he 
was out of imminent danger. He shut the door, 
located a semi-disused water tap. found the water 
undrinkable, but used it to dampen his bandages, 
lie knotted a handkerchief to mask the lowei 
part of his face and hugged the shadows An 
old negro caretaker appeared. Dowd told him 
to be silent; exchanged clothes; liound the old 
man up gently enough; discovered a cork and 
burnt it, blended it with dust, and made himself 
apinrar like a negro. As the dawn broke, he 
made his wav to the negro quarter of Birming¬ 
ham, sick, feeble, u*t plucky and per sever mg. 
The cellar from which he had escaped was m 
litigation. The caretaker he had captured was 
its sole resident. Tom I.Wd discovered this 


sometime later, after he had gained a place hi 
which to hide and nurse his wounded leg. He 
vwin sheltered and cared for tenderly and loyally a 
hv an underworld friend. Tom Dowd's ihigh- 
wound had turned to blood-poisoning. But the 
attention of hi-* undercover Samaritan saved both 
Ins life and his leg. Otherwise his leg would 
have had to he amputated and he would have 
become a cripple. 

He learned sadly of the fate of his younger 
brother, \ ince, who lay, dangerously wounded 
m live places and closely guarded, in a prison 
\yard. ' Everything was being done to nurse 
\ ince back to health in order that the State 
might hang him. The authorities had traced the 
bullet in Chapman's skull to Vince’s weapon* 
and announced that he alone was the killer 
Although weak, Tom Dowd left his hiding place 
pulled off two burglaries, and gave the proceeds 
to the lawyer for his brother's defence. Although 
he never saw his brother again, he contrived to 
cheer him and to communicate with him, and 
did all he could for him, up to the very moment 
o! execution. After his brother's death, Tom 
Dowd resolved, for the future, to work alone. 

lorn Dowd wandered through the country, 
attacking safes in villages and small towns. At 
last, in Bloomington, llinois. he broke into a 
general store, exploded the safe, but jarred the 
telephone wire. This acted a> a burglar alarm 
and the store was surrounded bv armed men. 

\ ince had been dead two years and Tom was 
unarmed. He surrendered and was tried and 
sentenced to the Illinois State penitentiary at 
Joliet tor a term of fifteen years. He settled 
down mildly to prison life, and although the 
police ha*i declared that he was a lone anil 
resolute marauder, no omrdreamed that he would 
attempt an escape. Joliet was said to U impreg¬ 
nable. In his heart, he believed that there was 
no such thing as an unbreakable jail He had 
heard of others who had failed, even when aided 
with big sums from outside. Dowd had no 
monev and no confederate. He belonged to no 
organisation. He was utterly alone. And he wit- 
unconquered within. He * 1 ■■■■■■!- 


1 o do this he had to discover the flaw, rwer.trd 
or physical, in the orison or its svstem. This 
job of unearthing the “ soft spot ” was -uhile 
and extensive. It demanded resourcefulness and 
patience. After two years he discovered what 
he wanted. Oi^e way ami another, he had 
inspected every inch of the prison except the 
hospital. Then he managed to get into the 
hospital, and studied it thoroughly. One depart¬ 
ment remained closed to him- the insane ward. 

I le resolved to penetrate thi< chandler of horrors. 

After several more weeks of waiting and 
trving, Dowd got himself attached to the gang 
that cleaned the prison. < )ne day he strolled into 
the ward of those whom crime and punishment 
had driven insane. His work was almost com¬ 
plete, when the keeper or warder in charec left 
the ward for a few moments. Dowd dashed to 
the windows and found one of the gratings louse. 
He left his bucket behind "accidental!) and 
reported it : was reprimanded, and sent in the 
next day to recover it. He owned a tile, stolen 
during his “visits” to the machine shop. He 
slipped this Itehind a watcr-pi|»e U t ore he -eft 
the maniacs’ ward. And now. remembering how 
he had played the Negro in Birmingham, he 
resolved to p!a\ the maniac in Joliet His aim 
was to he transferred to the maniacs* ward, and 
then to the room, in which he had concealed lu- 
weapon of lilnMty ! VY hat a man 1 

Tom was clever, fie again waited a few weeks 
before going crazy. It would never do to assume 
madness immediately. At last the time came ;*• 
execute his stratagem. < >ik morning, keeper 
found Dowd lounging in his cell, Hushed with 
fever apparently, rambling extravagant!) 

“Tell the warden,” he airily instructed tl\e 
amazed keeper. ” HI have my breakfast served 
in the cell after this Del me some good cigars 
Fni going to change a lot of things around hue. 
No work lie fore noon ami not much then 
t 7\> hr coHctudtJ ) s 
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